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Epiſtolary ADDRESS 


To all Caretek 


NON. RESIDENTS. 


EN 


England, Scotland, and Ireland, 


ON- RESIDENTS are, in many Re- | 
N ſpects, liken'd to Locuſts ; 1ſt. For their 
+ Number; there being no County 1 in En- 
gland but what abounds with them. # 
| Secondly, Like the Locuſts, they are fearful, timo- 1 
rous, not knowing which way to turn, when ther 
4 ſuppoſe the Parliament and Biſhops will compel 
them to attend their Flocks, and to feed them in 
their own Perſons. Dm 
Thirdly, Like Locuſts, they often ſhift their 
{| Dwelling, and flock to Courts, or Levee's, to ſeek 
more Paſture, which, like the Locuſts, they de. 
vour; and, as the Locuſts cauſed Phardob and his 
Servants to cry unto the Lord, to take them away, 
ſo do Non-Reſidents cauſe all good People (Whether 
Clergy or Laity) to cry unto God, the King's Ma- 
jeſty, and to the Parliament, to reform or remove 


them, that there may not be any careleſs Non-Re- 
fidents i in all England. 


Indeed, 


= [vi 11 
US | heed, by the Statute 21 Hen. VIII. cap. . 14. 
Tom - Non-Refilence 3 is allowed in the following Caſes; 
2 viz. Perſons in the King's Service. Scholars under 
'F forty Years of Age reſiding in the Univerſities bona 
lat for Study. —Perſons cited to appear to anſwer 
5 to the Law.— Chaplains to the King, Queen, or 
Royal Family, during the Time they ſhall attend in 
rtbeir Houſholds—Chaplains to any Lord of Parlia- 
5 ment, Noblewoman, or great Officers of State or fo 
= Court, during the Time that any ſuch Chaplain Gall 
id. and dwell, without Fraud or Covin, in any of i rc 
be ſaid honourable Houſholds. vie 
I ubeſe Protections, you ſee, are numerous; but Be 
yet are not of half the il Conſequence to the 
Church and Body of the Clergy, as Pluralities Wl 
no reigning among you. gr 
The Means that you allow your Subſtitutes; is 
ſometimes no more then ſixteen, or twenty, and | 
ſeldom exceeds thirty Pounds a Year, tho' your 
Benefices are worth 2, 3, 4 or 500 J. per Annum. 
Can you think fo ſmall a Salary ſufficient to de- 
fray all Charges, to fatisfy all Payments, to anſwer \M 
all Expectations of Wife and Children, of Stran- Wp) 
gers for Hoſpitality ? Is this ſufficient to keep them Wc 
and their Children from Starving or Begging ? Shall Wl 
not the Parliament compel you to give ſuch Sala» e 
ries as will defray fo great a Truſt? Its well known . 
in this our Land, how both Church and State 1 
groan'd under the Burden of thoſe Caterpillar, 
the Monks and Friars, whilſt they became Lords | Heer 
of little leſs than half the Temporalities of this * 
Kingdom, and the Church, whilſt they ingroſſed fo. 
101 of the beſt Benefices in the Realm, allow'd 
ſcarce ſo much as the Chaſ towards the Main- 
1 5 tenance 


J n n . — ap 


vii 


ap. 14: Fnance of thoſe that trod out the Corn: The Land 
Caſes; ¶ purged of theſe overſpreading Locuſis; for which 
under e praiſe God. And ſhould we not have as great 
es ona ue. to praiſe God, if you Non- Rgſidents, that 
anſwer | lich Eaſe, follow the Court for Kill larger Pre- 
en, of | ments. leave off the Miniſtry, and live on other 
tend in V len's Labour, were holy removed. 1 
Parlia- 1 Let me admoniſh you to ſearch the Scriptures; 
State or Ir in them you think to have eternal Life; but 
in ſhall | E. key are they which teſtify againſt you: Why 


any of Me ye called V, atchmen ? but that you ſhould be 

ilant: Harveſt Labourers? but that ye ſhould 
s but painful: Shepherds? but that you ſhould have 
to the 1 are of your Flocks: W ? but that you 
ralities Huld be faithful. You ſay that you love your Con- 


* 


ates, ; | Frlons, drive them to the green Paſtures of God's 


y, and \ \ Word, and lead them by the Waters of Comfort? 
your W Then Chriſt in John xxi. asked St. Peter thrice, 
Annum. non, loveſt thou me? St. Peter anſwered, Tea Lord, 
to 5. 7 5 knoweſt that I love thee. Chriſt gave him this 


anſwer Mark to know it by, Paſce oves, paſce agnos ; It 
Stran- m⸗ Ry be known by thy Care in feeding my Lambs, 
p them | Tae my Sheep. Why ſhould you ſo un- 
? Shall grvalue, and flight Preaching, as if it were too 
h Sala- 


known 1 Ins of our Church, and leave it as the Refuſe of 


1 State Pur Office for ioferibe Miniſters ? 

pillars, | 1 Let me be but your Remembrancer, of what hath 
Lords Wen fo ſolemnly and publickly ek at your Or- 
05 this di nation and Conſecration; and ſuch a Profeſſion 

groſſed fore many Witneſſes, ought to be of no light 

allow'd Witcem : The * Exhortation to Preaching before 


Main- 


Ve are the Lord's Meſſengers, Watchmen, Paſtors, Stewards to 
ch, to premoniſh, to feed, to provide for the e Lord s Family. 


| 
| 
| 


egations; why do you not therefore in your own 


ean for the Dignitaries and rich beneficed Par- 
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the ſame, according to the Commandments 6 „ 


tb vii TY 
61 receiving of the: Order of Prieſthood, 'the ol 
gatory Promiſes upon demand for it ; the Won 
of + Ordination itſelf, the ſolemn Delivery of ti 
Bible, with a Charge to preach; this being tl 
Sum of the Office, why retain you the Nani 
without executing of it. | 6 

When the Biſbop gave unto you the Order * | 
Prieſthood, he demanded of you theſe Queſtion 
Fuſt, Whether you would give your faithful Dil 
gence, always ſo to miniſter the Doctrine and Saco 
ments; and the Diſcipline of Chrit, as the Lo 
hath commanded, and as this Realm hath receing 


God, fo that you may teach the People commiſ We. 
ted to your Charge, with all Diligence to keep ai 
. obſerve the ſame? And you anſwered, Iwill 4 P 
by the Help of the Lord. Secondly, he demand 
Whether you would be ready with all faithful DY 1 
ligence, to baniſh and drive away all erroneous ant 5 1 
ſtrange Doctrines, contrary to God's Word, and 
uſe both publick and private Monitions and Een 7 
tations, as well to the Sick, as to the Whole, wich Y 
your Cure, as Need ſhall require, and Occaſion | 1 ! 
given ? And you anſwered, 1 will, the Lord bei 
my Helper. Now reſolve me theſe Queſtion 
Firſt, Whether theſe Promiſes made by you, int 
Sight of God, of the Angels, and before many W. 
neſſes, proceeded from honeſt and upright Heau 
fince you live from your particular Cure, no * 5 
ceſſity compelling you thereunto ? Secondly, Ai : 

whether God will not call you to a fearful av 5 
count one Day for the Breach of theſe honeſt 11 | 
mules ! ? 4 * 

1 Be thou a faithful Diſpenter of the Word and Seng 4 E 


For Excuſes: If Employment in Government 
be alledged for an Exemption, conſider what St. 
— Þ Paul faith of himſelf, upon whom came daily the 
| * i Care of all the Churches, 1 Cor. ix. 16. Yer Neceſity 
un 8 7s laid upon me, and woe unto me if I preach not the 

wo Rs Copel, and Paul aged too: If Diſputing and Writ- 

ing be produced for a Diſpenſation, remember it 

was St. Pauls Work alſo, as Writing not à little, 
fo diſputing daily with the Jeus and Greeks. It 
is recorded of St. Auguſtin, that he had Conten- 
tion with Arians, Manichees, Pelagians, Dona- 
= 7Z:/s, &e. Vet notwithſtanding he laboured" in a 
_ = conſtant Preaching to the laſt; and the like might 
Iments be related of Biſhop Jewell, Biſhop Uſher, Biſhop 

EKenn, Biſhop Sill:ngfleet, and of divers others; fo 
that no Pretence whatſoever can excuſe Non Ref 
dents from the Performance of this Function, to 
what Dignity ſoeyer advanced, what Burthen ſo- 
ever travelling under. 

E Reſpect is due to Miniſters, it is true, but not to 
rd, and MX . thoſe of whom it may be ſaid, as our Saviour ſpeaks 
1d Exha of the Lilies, Mart. vi. 28. they labour nor; they 
le, with only are worthy of double Honour, who are La- 
ccaſion bourers in the Word and Doctrine; Maintenance 
Lor 4 be = is their Due, but tis the Lahourer is worthy of his 
eſtion Hire; High Eſteem is their Due, but for their 
ou, 1n Works fake. What is the Cauſe of late, the Cal- 
any WEE ling of Miniſters is fallen into ſuch Contempt? Is 
at Heat it not for not ſhewing themſelves Workmen, rightly 
dividing the Word of Truth ? What is the Cauſe 
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*The Country People ſay of a Non-Reſident, Oh, here is an 
neſt PN Herdman ! he reaps where he ſows not, and gathers were he ſcat- 
= fers not ; he takes Pay, but ſerves not in the Field, feeds not the 
1 Flock, but feeds upon it; preys upon ir, ſeldom prays with it. 
e ſo 


E 


* 2 
f fore: ſubje & 8 to Chriſt's 8 Is 


ſtrate ; for which they never had any Commiſſion 
from Chriſt? 

Bl Some of our careleſs Non-Re fdents have a Cure 
of Souls in one Place, and live in another ; like fu- 
gitire Captains, ferſake their Enſign and Company 
at Berwick, and flee to Dover: Who being with 
| Fonahb commanded for N:neveh, flee to Tarſbiſp; 


8 thedrals; they leave their Charge, as the O/rich 
= ' doth her Eggs in the Earth and Sands, forgetting 
cat either the Foot may cruſh them, or that the 
Vid Beaſt may break them, or at the beſt they 
leave their Congregations, as the Cuckoo doth — 
Eggs, to be hatched of a Sparrow. Is their unne- 
8 ceflary Abſence excuſed becauſe their Places are 
ſupplied? What then is the Election of Miniſters, 
but a Scorn and Mockery ; as if a Man may take 
a Benefice, and diſcharge it by another Man ? And 
ſeeing Chriſt ſendeth them as Labourers, Teach- 


} their Places; as if a Man ſhould marry a Woman, 

under Hope to obtain Iſſue of her by another Man ? i 
Our Lord did not commit his Sheep to St. Peter, 
nor his Mother to St. Joby, till he was now ready 
to commit his Soul to God, and his Body to the 
5 Ground. 
If Nen. Reſidents ſhall ſtill think that their Cu- 
rates Preſence can excuſe their Abſence, let them 
hear Ezekiel, and put their Fingers in the Print of 
& the Prophet's Speech, that they may not ſtill be 
unfaithful, but believe that it fully concerneth them. 
You 


it not 825 Non. Reſidents draw not out the 
Sword of the Spirit, but the Sword of the Magi- 


being placed in the Country, chey run to the Ca 


ers, not Ordainers of Labourers and Teachers in 
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the Lord plainly reproye them, for ſubſtituting 0— 
thers under them; and therefore they may juſtly 


fear that, which Claudius Eſpencæus, a Roman Ca- 


tholick, is bold to write, which Tam even afraid 
to utter, That God ſhall ſerve them hereafter, as 


Vicars, but damned in their own Perſons. 


Humbly therefore, I beſeech our careleſs Non- 


Refidents (if there be any Place for beleeching left) 
that the Commandment of God's Word might move 


them, which willeth them to look to their Cal-- 
lings, and abide in them; who himſelf came to 


ſeek the loſt Sheep, and finding it, put it up6n his 
Shoulders, and himſelf brought it home. Let the 
Example of the Levzzes, and all good Overſeers, ex- 


cite them: Let the Example of thoſe of the Ro- 
miſh Clergy in every Corner, who travel Sea and 


Land to make Proſelytes, whet their Reſolutions, to 
be more induſtrious: Let the Ignorance of the Peo- 
ple, and Dread to murder their Souls, which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed with his own Blood, induce them: 
Yea, let the Care of your qwn Quiet, and the Peace 
of their own Conſciences, enjoin them; and let the 
aſſured Perſuaſion of God's Goodneſs, who hath 
promiſed, to honour thoſe who honour him, 
conſtrain them to redreſs all Unfaithfulneſs, and to 
take Heed to the Miniſtry who they have re- 
ceived in the Lord, that they fulfil it. 


You have not kept the Charge of my boly Thi nos, - 
(ſaith the Lord God) but you have jet Keepers of my: 
Charge in my Sanctuary for yourſelves. Thus doth | 


they ſerve him now; they ſhall be ſaved by their © 
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EFT PRAYER 


ow thou that art the 8 2nd. falchful : 
Shepherd of 1/rae/, be merciful to all our 

. Non-Reſidents, and give unto them In- 

creaſe of Knowledge; give them Faithfulneſs, 


ive them Zeal, that they may teach thy People 
in thy Truth; and reform, or remove thoſe 


Miniſters, that either for Ignorance cannot, or 
for Negligence will not, or for Fearfulneſs dare 
not, or. for Wickedneſs and Ungodlineſs ought 
not, to Preach thy Word; that true Paſtors being 

laced in among thy People, who may feed 
them with Knowledge and Underſtanding, thy 
Church may grow up in perfect Beauty, to the 


44 * of thy Name, Amen. 


T, 2 moſt unworthy Servant, 


THY 


dern my ſelf * are made, Petitions are drawn 
by B : 
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0 O MP L Al N T 8 


10 1 


Parliament and Sen 


AGAINST 


NON-RESIDENTS. | 
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„ ‚˙ SAR bh 
The Church of England's Complaint again Non⸗ 
5 On * 


EH! my Sons, I have no . in expo- 
FT poſing you; yet have I no. Power to cx- 
> cuſe you, You know that I have Charity 
| for you, that ſuffercth long, that is kind, 
SER ot is not ea/ily provoked, thinketh no Evil, 
beareth all * believeth all Thin gs, hopeth all Ti bings. 
Alas! what ſhall I do? My Pcople complain, my 
Adverfarics reproach, my Sovereign is diſpleas'd, my 
Nobility and Geatry axe incens'd ; and where-ever 
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up, and Fears are murmur' cd: 

[ feb a. one as you are; if I ſhould ſpeak, my Tongue 
I] fails me, I am in a great Streight ; yet you had bet- 
ter have your Miſcarriages faithfully reproved by me, 


to your Reformation, than maliciouſly aggravated by 


N 


Iealouſies are whiſper d, 
Lund bold my Peace I ſhould be thought altogether 


others to your Deſtruction. My Words may be ſmart, 
But they are wholeſom; ſevere they may, but kind: 
Fou hear me with Sorrow, but not more than I ſpeak 


? 
| 
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to you with. 1 

1. It is ſaid, that after ſo many Councils, Decrees, 
(as Carth. 6. Jol. 6. Chalc. 7. Nic. 1 5. Sardic. 14.) af- 
ter ſo many Fathers Charge, (as Hier: Com. 2. p. 1111. 


pr. Ep. E. Greg. de cura Paſtorali paſſim) after fo 
I Proviſions of . as Fam Hs 8. A. 
32. El. 6.) ſo many complaints from Friends and Foes, 
— 31 Q. Eliz. 3. K. James, 12 K. Charles,) a Sin fo 
iſhonourable to your Profeſſion, ſo dangerous to 
Church and State, ſo clearly repugnant to your Cal- 


| ling, as Non-reſidence is, ſhould yet be named among 


ou. ; 0 
1 As, iſt, So you read that in Ad. xx. 25. Take heed 


to your ſelves, and to all the Flock over which the Holy 
Gg has made you Overſeers, to feed the Church of God 
gbich he has purchaſed with his own Blood, &c. 


— ot — WS 2 
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TAKE HEED, be not Abſent, neglect not. Do 
you conſider where you are? what you have taken 
upon you? Over which the Holy Ghoft + Hath the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt ſet you over Flocks, and do you forſake 
them? Hath Heaven entruſted them to you, and do 


ou heglect them? Overſeers, and yet come not near 


your Flock ! Biſhops, and never viſit them] To feed 
the Church of God, that Church for whoſe ſake the 
World is upheld. Oh what a Charge have you un- 


dertaken ! And will you be unfaithful to this Charge? 


Are you the Stewards of God's own Family? Oh! 
of a Steward that he be found faithfal, 1 Cor. 


IV. 2. 


* 


7 7 
» . 


iv. 2. Have vou the Conduct of thoſe Saints that 


muſt live for ever with God in Glory, and will you 
neglect them? Are the Souls of Men thought meet 
to ſee his Face in Glory, and are they not worthy of 
your utmoſt Care and Pains? God the Son hath pur- 
chaſed the Church with his Blood, and will you not 
look to it? Will you deſpiſe the Blood of Chriſt? * 


Shall the Price of his Blood be loſt? Hath Chriſt 


dy'd for Souls, and ſhall not I ſweat ? Are my Peo- 
ple they which Chriſt came from Heaven to ſave, and 
{hall not I go from the City, from the Court, Sc. to 
ſave them? 5 . lie > 
After my Departing, ſays the Text, grievous Wolves 
Hall enter in among you, not ſparing the Flock. Oh! 
Sirs, do you not know that the Jeſuit is buſy? that 
the Seducers are many? Why do you forſake your 


Flocks ? Are you reſolved to ruin me? Firſt you diſ- 


pleaſe the People; then. you leave them open to any 
ſeditious, or any factious Perſons, that will improve 
their Prejudice, Diſcontents, and Weakneſs, to their 
own Advantage. It's true, you ſubſtitute your Cu- 
rates: But, alas poor Men! they are hardly able to 
live, much leſs to diſpute : 'They are hardly able 
to furniſh themſelves for Sermons, much leſs for 
Controverſies : Beſides that, they are ſo contempte 
ible, that I may here very pertinently alledge that of 
Eccleſ. ix. 13. * wo 3 
Oh! that you ſhould betray your Sovercign's Inte- 
reſt, and my Cauſe, and leave the People to the 
Temptations of thoſe Men, who, with good Words, 
and fair Speeches, deceive the Hearts of the Simple, 
with feigned Words, making Merchandize of them? 


Can you ſtay in Court or City, and leave your poor 


Neighbours perverted, honeſt Men deluded, good 
Saen debauched, and a Kingdom almoſt overturn- 
ed? As Auguſtus ſaid to Quint. Varus. Ouintili Fare 
redde Legiones ; ſo your Sovereign, ſo I, (if yet you 
will hear me) ſay unto you; Oh ! reſtore us the ma- 
| e : -. "WA = | ny 


r 
Wl ny Souls, which, by your Neglect, we have loſt! Oh! 
_ 6 14 | e . 1 a 0 ; a 1 . 
Wi! reſtore us that Purity of © Doctrine and Worſhip, 
nen, by publick and private Diligence, you might 


* 


ba fecured! Oh! reſtore us that Peace, which, by 
Wr Carclefincſs, we want! Whilſt you are aſleep the 


= Enemy ſoweth his Tares; your Ruin ſlumbers not, 
While you ride too and fro, ſeeking Preferment; 
Pour Adverſary, the Devil, and his Emiſſaries, go, 700 
e fro, ſceking whont they may de vour You compaſs 
Sea and Land for Wah ; your Adverſaries compaſs 
Sea and Land for Proſehtes. © 

Wi! 2. Are you not them that watch for Mens Souls, 
| and do you not look after them? Are you to make 
Infpe&tion over them fo as to give an Account, and 
da you leave them? Arc you the Angels of the 
=; Church, ſent forth to miniſter to them who ſhall be 
8 Heirs of Salvation, and tobehold the Face of their Fa- 
= ther which is in Heaven, and do not you regard them? 
= Angels, and catthly Angels, and yet worldly? Are 
Fou the Soldiers of Chriſt, and do you entangle your 
ſelves with the Affairs of this Life? Are you ordain- 
ed to preach ' the Goſpel? a Neceſſity is taid' upon 
vou, and Woe to you if you preach not the Goſpel 1 
| Are you Stewards of the Manifold Gifts of God, and 
do you not remember that you muſt give an Account 
of your Stewardſhips, for you ſhall be no longer 
Stewards? Are you in Chriſt's Stead, and yet 
fo careleſs: of his People? Ah, if Chriſt had ſerved 
you fo, what had become of you ? what had become 

f the World? . a | 

3. Do you love the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and yet not 
feed his Flock? Simon Peter, loveſt thou me? Thou 
kRnoweft, O Lord, that I love thee: Feed my Sheep. Have 
you any Kindneſs for your People's Souls? Do you 
not hear them cry, Come and help us? Are they your 
= Toy, your Crown, your Rejoycing ? Ah! have Mer- 
ey upon them! Do you not hear them fay, Maſter, 
== cart} thou not that we periſh © We have immortal Souls 
=_ ..- * 55 


and there is none to recover them, or in #he Spirit of 


159. 
to loſe, an Eternity to hazard ; careſt thou not that 
we periſh ? Do you wonder that People deſert "you, 
ohen you have forſaken them © Can you blame them 
that they feparate from you, who have no Care of 
them? They muſt needs forget their Duty towards 
you, when you have forgotten yours towards them. 
No Wonder if they cleave to the Sectariſts Paſtors 
and Teachers; for they /in none like-minded, who na- 
turally care for their State. 213 CUR AND 


O Sirs, the Harveft of Souls, at this Time, is great; 
* the Prebends are many, the Prieſts are, 
; Kh os 2 Toad 7 Biſtep Jewel. 
many, the Impropriators are many, the 

Labourers are few. Shall I pray the Lord of the Hur- 


weft to turn pon out, and ſend forth Laborours' into bis 


Haroft © The Souls that would be ſaved, are many; 
but they die in Ignorance, and you are not among 
them to inftract them; they die in Doubt, and you 
not near them to ſatisfy them; they die in Deſpair, 
and there is none to comfort them; they live in Diſ- 
order, and there is none to guide them; they are in 
a State of Nature, and there is none to reelaim 
them; they are weak, and there is none to ſtrength- 
en them; they are liable to Temptation, and there 
is none to aſſiſt them; they go aſtray, and there is 
none to ſeek them that are le; they are in the Gall of 
Bitterneſs, and there is none to reheve them; they 


are ander the Power of Satan in Darkneſs, and there 
is none to turn them ro God, that they may receive 


Forgiveneſs of Sins, and an Inheritanze among them that 
are ſanfifzed by Faith in Chrift, if Cod, *peradventure,. 
might give them Repentance tothe Acknowledoment of the 
Truth, that they might eſcape out of the Snare of the Devil, 
that ſo they might be converted, ani their Sins be forgi- 
ven them. Pain would they Hear, that their Souls mi bt 


live; but you are not among them to preach ; willing 


they are to receive the Sacrament, but you are ndt among 
them to adminiſter it; they are deelining in Grace, 


Meek- 


r 
Heekneſs to reftore tham; they are at a Loſs, and there is 
none to adviſe them; they miſcarry, and there is none 
to overice them, or look to them; they are ſick, and 
there is none to viſit chem, to inſtruct, and comfort 
them; they ate unruly, and there is none to ſee that 


Church Hiſcipline be exerciſed upon them. 


4. Will you receive the Tithes of God, and not do 
the Work of God? Will you live by the Goſpel, and 
not preach the Goſpel? Will you be maintained by 


the Altar, and not ſerve at the Altar? Will you cat, 


and not work? Will you receive Tithes given to Mel- 
chizedeck, and yet bleſs not the Children of Abrabam 


chat pay it? Will you receive the Levites Portion, and 


7 not wait, on the Tabernacle, nor ſerve the Saufuary v 
ill you have the double Honour of Reverence and 
Maintenance, and yet not labour in the Word and 
Doctrine? Muſt he that is taught communicate unto 
him that teacheth him not in every good Thing ?!—— 


Ho can you enjoy thoſe Donations our Forefathers 
made to Miniſters for Teaching the good Word of 


God, for Praying, Sc. and yet neither teach nor 
pray ? Vide Spel. Conc. Br. 29 Vide Hyr. Cent. 8. c. 9. 
l. 3- 16. Ed. 1624. Bede Hiſt. Eccl. I. 1. c. 10. fn. 
Lamb. Arch. p. 22. Bonif- Ep. 2. p. 24. Polyd. Virg. 


25 p 89, 90. Stow. p. 99. Vit. Eg. Ingulph. Se.6. 7. 
Math. 


Weſt. Geft. Br. 2. 2. Telſley Anim. ſed. p. 173. 


Speed. Hifi. 7. c. 32. Fox. Martyrol. 3. p. 130. Pref. in 


Leg. Alfredi, c. 38. Leg. Eccleſ. Allur. Athelftan. 
Malmesb. de Geſt. Br. 3. c. 11. Gemen. J. 6. g. 9. Seld. 
eadem. Hiſt. p. 171. R. Baſnſt. 3. p. 186. How will 
you look your Anceſtors in the Face when you have 
taken their Gifts, and neglected their Deſires > What, 
take the Tithe they gave, and leave their Poſterity 
deſtitute ! You willſay we have Curates, and they per- 
form our Duties. Curates ! what new Generation of Men 
are theſe Curates? We have indeed ſome Prophets, ſome 
Apoſtles, ſome Evangeliſts, ſome Paſtors, ſome Doc- 
tors, but no Curates. Your Commiſſion (O my Sons) 
46 n "6. 


| 1 25 
is, Go ye and teach all Nations. Hath your Servant 
Liberty to bring whom he will to your Service, While 
he takes his Pleaſure? And have you Liberty to bring 
whom you will to God's Service, while you take 
our. Pleaſure ? O Sirs, the Scripture runs thus: Son 
of Man, I have made thee a Watchman'to the Houſe of 
Iſracl; therefore bear the Word at my Mouth, and give 
them Warning from me. When I ſay unto the Wicked 
thou ſhalt ſurely die, and thou giveſt. him not. warning, 
nor ſpeakeſt to warn the Wicked from his wicked Way to 
ſave his Life ; the ſame wicked Man ſhall die in his Ini. 
quity, but his Blood will I require at by Hand. 1 17 of 
2 


2 thou warn the Wicked, and be turn not from his 

ad neſs, nor bis wicked Way, he ſhall die in | bis Iniguity, 
ad but thou haſt delivered thy Soul. I charge thee, iber 
M fore, before God and the Lord Feſus Chrift, who ſpall 
— Judge the Quick and the Dead at bis Appearing, and his 
Is Kingdom, preach the Word; be inflant in Seaſon and out 
of of Seaſon ; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all long Suffer= 


ing and Dofrine : For the time will come when they wilt 
not endure ſound Doctrine, but after their own Luſts h, 
they heap to themſelves Teachers, having itching Ears. 
And they ſpall turn away their Ears from the Truth, and 
ſpall be turned into Fables. Bat watch thou in all Things, 
eadure Afiiftions, do the Work of an Evangeliſt, make 
fall ar. of thy Miniſtry. , 3 
Are Curates Minifters, or are they not? If not, why 
do you employ them ? If they are, why do you not let 
them live upon that Maintenance that God hath allowed 
Miniſters? Vou would not endure heretofore to hear 
of Stipends, yet now your Brethren muſt be content 
With Allowances. Beſides, if they are Miniſters, then 
either they have Cure of Souls, or not: If they have 
Cure of Souls, why do they not attend their own 
Charge? If they have no Cure of Souls, how can 
they exerciſe any miniſterial Act, fſecing they haye 
none to exerciſe ĩt upon? No People being obliged to 
attend any but their own Miniſter; yea, all People 
| | | being 


being bound to attend only their own. Miniſter. If 
vpe will ſay, he is your People's, then you muſt ſay, 
vos are not. One People can have but one Mini- 
ſter at one Time. Cn „ of 
Do you, who are Non-reſident, expect Tithes by 
Man's Law only, ot by God's? Not by Man's Law: 
only; for you have ſaid, and mult ſay, againſt the 
_ Duakers, that they are of Divine Right; otherwiſe. 
they will ſay, What Man hath given, Man may take 
awey : Nor muſt you look for it by God's Laws, 
which never allowed the Maintenance of a Miniſter. 
to any but ſuch as did the Work of the Miniſtry. The 
Tauer, and he only, is worthy of his Hire. 
ant the State keep Curates as well as you & If this. 
be all, may not the Commonwealth allow Salaries 
and Stipends as well as you, and ſo remove the Bar- 
then of Tithes © O Sirs, you know not what to do when 
the Sovereign and the three Eſtates of the Nation ob- 
ſerve how much Tithe goes to maintain your Pride, 
Vanity, and Folly, and how little to maintain the. 
Service of Cod. They may ſay, What need this Waſte 2 
Why do we throw away ſo much of the Publick Re- 
venue, as amounts to two Millions and a half; where. 
as half a Million may maintain Men to read Prayers, 
and do all the Duties of Miniſters ? A Gentleman 
hath a Parſonage of 200 J. a Year in his Gift. Why, 
faith he, ſhall I part with ſo much of my Eſtate; can- 
not I give 20 or 304. to a Curate, as well as a Clergy- 
man? You will tell him, Sir, you rob God, He will 
fay, no more than you : You know God only hath 
Tithes, when they are employed in his Service, and 
I ſhall allow ſo much and more to God's Service than 
you do. Why ſhould you, being a Lay- Man, meddle with 
Tithes, which belong to God's Services I do not meddle 
with any belonging to God's Service, but what is a- 
bus'd to Men's Wantonneſs. I am a Clergyman. So 
are thouſands more; yet none hath Right to Tithe. 
Tithe is not fo much. the Maintenance of Miniſters 
e of 


Perſons, as their Wages for their Work: But à little 
of the Tithe may ſuffice him who does the Work, a8 
we may obſerve from what you allow; and really T 
do hot know by what Law of God or Man, a Clergyman, 
may turn his Tithe to private Advantage, any more that 
3 Lay-Man. O Sirs, if you negle& your Calling 
when you have Maintenance, what would you do it - 
you had none? Oh! you that condemn Sacrilege, 
do you live by it? Vou that ſay a Man ſhould not 
rob the Church, do you rob it? You that preach and 
write againſt taking away Miniſters Maintenance, do 
you yourſelves take it away? Is it for this the Na- 
tion has uphcld Tithes againſt all Oppoſition, to have 
a few Readers, and Curates ? What, have we ſaved 
them from the Factious, to be ſwallowed up by the 
Covetous? Oh! you are Men born to undo your=- 
ſelves, to ruin your Calling, and to tempt a great 
World to take away all your Revenues! Do you read 
Hiſtory ? Alas! I am afraid that a Spirit of Slumber 
| hath ſeized you! Do you obſerve What, is written in 
Ead. 10. Chap. 279. and Chartres de Nug. Cur. 7. 21. 
They (the Prieſts) grew ſcandalous ; they neglected their Wl 
Cares ; they reſided not upon their Livings; they went 10 
and fro for their Pleaſure ; the People roſe up againſt 
them ; the Noblemen withdrew their Tithes from them ; 
the whole Kingdom cried no Service, no Maintenance; 
yea, the poor People burn'd the Tithes, being loath the 
unworthy Minifters ſpould have any Benefit by them, tho 
loath themſelves to meddle with them, Thereupon it was 
agreed among the Thanes, that there ſhould be no 
Maintenance given. to Men, but to Churches, which 
might allow them to ſuch Perſons as did them Ser- 
vice, and none ſhould live by Church Allowance, but 
they that did Church Duties, Seld. ibid. excerpt. Egbert 
Can, 100. In Continuance of Time the Lazy and Idle 
had engroſſed almoſt all Church Preferments ; then the 
Tithes were alienated and impropriated, as it is at 
this Day; whereupon the Clergy awaked a little, "nd 
\ . 75 7 | 7 | ot 
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*d their Buſineſs diligently in 
King "Edward the VI's, and the Beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign. Vet Men are ſtill Men; for about 
the zoth of Queen Elizabeth, the Remainder of Church 
Livings that bad eſtaped the Impropriator, was engroſ- 
ſed hy a few Pluraliſts, and Non-Refidents. Inſomuch, 


chat the Commons in the Parliament of that Year pe- 
titioned the Lords carneſtly ; argued with them ra- 


tionally ; concluded peremptorily againſt theſe Miſ- 
carriages; as they did in all the Parliaments till the 
12th of King Charles, when the Scandal of this U- 
furpation was ſo great, the Odium fo general, the 
Clamour. ſo univerſal, the Juggle of the Non-refidents 


(in holding Tithes under the Pretence of the Mini- 
try for nothing, and in receiving a Million of the 
national Revenue for nothing elſe, but that they were 


in Orders) was ſo apparent, that the Whole Main- 
tenance of Miniſters was endanger' d, all Church Pre- 
ferment was threatned. And you, who now cannot 
content yourſelves with handſome and honeſt Com- 
etences, were like to be brought to a Morſel of 
read. O Sirs, give not Occaſion to them that ſeek Oc- 
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th; —— let the World ſee. that Duty is more your 
[i Lare than Maintenance; that you do not work to eat, 
but that you eat to work; that to maintain the Eng- 
i lifþ Clergy, is, 1. To uphold Religion. 2. To ad- 
"hit Vance God's Name. 3. To promote the Salvation of 
Souls. 4. To ſupport the Glory and Intereſt of this 


[Kingdom ; together with the Peace, Charity, and 
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I! Happineſs of this Age and Poſterity. 8 

| Sila. de Excidio Britanniæ, Edit. Polyd. Virg. p. 73. 
Wil Poſer quidem lenior feri Increpatio, ſed quid prodeſt 
vulnus tantum manu palpare, unguentoque ungere, qui u- 


more jam vel fartore ſibi horreſtens, cauterio, & Ppublico 


Inis Medicamine eget. O Inimici Dei, non Sacerdotes. 


O Licitatores malorum, non Pontifices Traditores, & non 
bo- 
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| Apoftelorum Succeſſores / Si quis Epiſcopatum cupit 


4 


J 


1 


num 4 


£62 236 ; 


num Opus cupit: Vos Epiſcopatum, Avaritie gratia cu- 


pitis + in hoc ſermone Lachrymis potius quam Verbis opus 


eft. Nec fibi quiſquam Sacerdotum de Corporis Mundi 


Conſcientia ſupplaudat, cum eorum quibus praeft ; fs prop- 


ter ejus Imperitiam, ſeu Deſidiam, ſeu Adulationem pe- 
rierint in die Fudicii de ejus manibus veluti Interfectorts 
anime exquirantur Multum, uſu ac frequentia Peccu 
torum inebriati, & inceſſantur irruentibus vobis celerum 


accumulatorum, ac {i undis quaſſati, unum veluti poſs 


Naufragium, in qua ad Vivorum terram evadatis, Peni- 
tentia tabulam toto anime niſu inquirite, ut avertatur 
furor Domini a vobis. — Ipſe Omni potens Deus totius Con- 
ſolationis & Miſericordie, pauciſſimos bonos Paſtores cou. 
ſervet ab omni Malo, & municipes faciat Qvitatis Jeru- 


ſalem cæleſtis, h. e. Sanctorum omnium Congregations, 


Pater, Filius, & Spiritus Sanctus, cui fit Honor & Glo- 


ria inſecula ſeculorum. Amen, Amen. 


A Catalogue of Non-Reſidencies. 


In Berkſhire, 18 | Herefordſhire, 54 ; Suffolk, 106 


Bedfordſhire, 30 Hertfordſhire, 13 Suflex, © - 67 
Bucking- ; Lancaſhire, 63 Surry, _ 69 
. hamſhire, my Lincolnſhire, 49 Shropſhire, 43 


Cambridge- Leiceſterſnire, 52 | Merionethſhire, 24 
ſhire and 45 Middleſex, 105 Carnarvanſhire, 36 
Ile f Ely, - | Notting- 55 Angleſey, - 31 
Cornwall, 46 hamſhire, +7 Denbigh, 41 


Cheſhire, 455 | Kent, 96 Flintſhire, 18 
Cumberland, 12 | Worceſterſhire, 718 | Montgomery, 52 
Derbyſhire, 32 Norfolk, 104 | Glamorganſhi. 143 
Devonſhire, 61 Oxfordſhire, 53 Monmouthſhi. '2& 
Dorſerſhire, 79 Northumber- 2 6 Peinbrokeſhire, 33 
Durham, 57 land, 5 | Radnorſhire, 19 
Eſſex, 106 Northamp- 6 Cirmarthenſh. 25 
Gloceſterſhire, 46 tonſhire, £7 Brecknock I7 
Hampſhire, 65 \| Somerlſerſhire, 87 | | 


So that of 12000 Church-Livings, or thereabouts Y 
3000 or more being Impropriate, and 4165 Sine Cares, 
or Non-Reſidents Livings, what a poor Remain» 


der is there left for a painful and honeſt Miniſtry, for 


the Glory of God, and the Salvation of Souls? 
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 excroaching- Pluralities. 


it in another? Is the Satisfaction your immortal 


1 wur Portion, Oh my Sons, in this Life, or is 


4 


Souls look for, in the empty, vain, low, and pe- 


Tiſhing Contents of this World? if in this Life you 
haue Hope only, you are of all Men the moſt miſerable, 
the moſt contemptible, and moſt deceitful: If in an- 
other, why ſo many Imperial Laws, ſo many Ecclefia- 
ſtical Canons, ſo many Complaints and Reproaches, ſo 
many Inhibitions and Injunctions, fo many Attempts 
and Endeavours in Parliament, theſe hundred Years, 
againſt your Monopoly of Livings, and Pluralities of 
Benefices? Why do you heap upon yourſelves this 


Envy? Why do you provoke - theſe Reproaches? I 


provided for you liberally ; I check'd thoſe that op- 
poſed your Maintenance ſeaſonably; I encouraged 


your Induſtry 


and Merit carefully, beyond any re- 


form'd Church in the World; I reſtored you to your 
Rights handſomely; I ſecured your Immunities le- 


5 


gally. Will not this ſatisfy you? Will not this con- 


tent you? 
Hereto 


fore you were thought too indulgently dealt 


with, in being ſuffered the quiet Poſſeſſion of one Li- 
ving; and now two or three cannot ſuffice you: You. 
were formerly under the Apprehenſion of wanting Ne- 


ceſſaries; and do you 


now heap up Superfluities ? 


You could not provide almoſt for your Family's 
Wants; and do you now provide for their Exceſs: 
2. Will you eat the Bread out of your poor Bre- 


chrens Mouths, and ftarve your Fellow-Servants? Are 


you Miniſters ? So are they. Are you Orthodox? So 


arc they. Ale you Loyal? So are they. 


Have you 


been 


the Church? They more; in Labours more abundant. 


3 „„ 
been conſtant? So have they. Are you ſerviceable to 


Oh! how many excellent Men; how many hundreds 
of ſober and religious Divines, are laden, oppreſſed, 
worn-our, and quite tired with the Burthen of Years, 
Cares, Fears, Labours, Neceſſities and Afffictions, 


and are now tain to live and die in Obſcurity, Want, 


and Contempt, as if the Sons of the Church of Eng 
land wanted only this to make up the Meaſure of their 
Sufferings, That they ſbould be undone when the Church 
is ſaid to be in a flouriſhing Conditions When you look 
big with your Abundance and Superfluity, and glory 
in your Preferments, how many worthy, pious, and 
exemplary Miniſters are, as it were, laid aſide, made 
aſhamed of their Order and Function, and wrapped up 
in Poverty and Diſcontent? How many are loſt in poor 
Employments, and poorer Encouragement, whoſe faith- 


ful Labours I want, whoſe ſober Converſations might 


honour me, whoſe Diligence and Care might reſtore 
me, whoſe Reaſon and Learning might uphold me, 
whoſe powertul Preaching mighr ettabliſh me, whoſe 


Self-denial, and Devotedneſs to Publick Good might 


ſave me? Alas! Sirs, Let none of you think of himelf 
more highly than he ought to think ; but to think ſoberly, 
according as God has dealt to every Man the Meaſure of 
his Faith; for as you have many Members in one Body, 
and all Members have not the ſame Office ; ſo I, being 
made of many, am one Body in Chrift, and every one 
in me is Member of one another. You, my Sons, ha- 
ving then Gifts differing, according to the Grace thar 
is given you, whether Prophecy, Sc. why ſhall nor 
they that propheſy be encouraged according to the 


Proportion of Faith, or Miniſtry? Why ſhould not 


all be encouraged that wait on the Miniſtry ? or they 
that attend on Teaching? or they that exhort 
on Exhortation ? The Body is not one Member, but 
many: Now, has God ſet the Members in the Body 
as it pleaſeth him: And they were all ane Amber, 
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to 4 few ill-beloyed Perſons, for whoſe Sake Maje- 


[1346]; 5 
The Eye cannot ſay to the Head, 


Feet,” I have no need of you ; nay, much more ' thoſe 
Members of the Body, which ſeem to be more feeble, 


are xeceſſary, and thole les honourable, upon theſe we 
ought to beftow more abundant Honour. 


And our 
uncome ly Parts, have a more abundant Comelineſs: 
For our comely Parts have no need; but God hath 


tempered the Body together, having given more a- 


bundant Honour to that Part which lacked, that there 
might be no Schiſm in the Body, but that the Mem- 
bers ſhould have the ſame Care one for another. Now 
ye, my Sons, are the Body of Chriſt, and Members 
in particular: And God hath ſet ſome in the Church 


 Fir/t, Apoſtles; Secondly, Prophets; Thirdly, Teach- 


ers. Are all Apoſtles? All Prophets? Are all Teach- 
ers? Are all provided for? O covet carneſtly the 
beſt Gifts, not the beſt Livings! And yet I could 


thew you a more excellent Way. 


Why is that Preferment engroſſed by one, which 
might maintain twenty? Why are thoſe Revenues 


Loft upon the Folly, Vanity, and Superfluity of one 


Family, which might provide for the honeſt Occa- 
ſions of five? Oh JUSTICE, the equal Diftributer of 
Affairs, whither art thou fled ! Ok EQUITY ! whi. 


— 


ther art thou retired! - | 
3. If you conſider not the Sin, do you conſider the 


| Conſequence of theſe Miſcarriages, the Envy that 


you already fink under? the Occaſion given unto 


them that ſeek Occofion, which hath already diſgrac'd 


you ? the great Diſcontent that already endangers you? 
Have not you Enemies to your Order, Calling, and 
Conſtitution, and muſt you incenſe your Friends? Muſt 
you provoke that God that hath hitherto upheld your 
Function, by/abuſing the Maintainance he allows for 
his Service and Servants to your own Advantage? 
Muſt you diſpleaſe ſacred Majeſty, by appropriating | 


"BY 


one ſmall Part of the Miniſtry ſhould reduce the 


— 


1 


ſty is thought the worſe of, that Encouragement which | 
might be equally beſtowed upon the well-deſerving, 


and well- beloved, who might in each Pariſn teach the 
Subjects their Duty faithfully, and ſettle them in 
the Doctrine of Government according to the great 
Principle of Chriſtianity moſt bappily! Muſt you 
provoke your Brethren of the Clergy to Diſcontent, 
by taking up all the Encouragements of their Stu- 


dies, all their Employments and Hopes? How many 


hopeful young Men in City and Country are forced 
either to want, or, which is worſe, to live upon your 
{mall Penſions, and ſcanty Allowance, and, what is 
natural for Parts and Ingenuity in Want, to deſpair 
of their own Fortunes, and to enyy yours? H..] 
readily do they now, hopeleſs: of any regular 
Favour, apply themſelves to popular Applauſe, that 
their Compliance may gain that among the People, 
which their Merit could -not among you? Do nor 
you ſee how the People forſake you as Self-Seek- 
ers? How the Gentry cenſure you as unconſcion- 
able? How the Clergy abhor you as Invaders of their 
Places and Preferments? Do you not ſee that the 
Law can hardly ſecure you, that Authority can ſcarce- 


ly defend you, from all the Inſults, Affronts, and Diſ- 


regard that Malice and Fury can ſuggeſt to an incenſed 
Faction? The Adverſaries triumph, the many Friends 
I have weep, the Sober and Serious are amazed, to 
{ce two or three odious Men filling up a whole Church. 
Do you imagine thoſe many active Spirits will reſt in 
a poor, mendicant, decay d, dejected, and vexatious 


Condition? Do not you fear their melancholy. 


Thoughts, their retired Contrivances, their forlorn 
Meetings? Is it not enough that Men's late Inſolence 
againſt my Clergy, and the Doctrines they are en- 


joyned to teach, had almoſt reduced me to the laſt 


Degree of Contempr, but that (to my Shame, who. - 
am bleſſed of God with Abundance and Honour) 


n othe T 
BS I 
* : 


18 r 
other to ſmall Contributions, poor Dependencies, fo 
uncertain and ſo baſe, that Men of ingenious Diſpo- » 
fitions and Learning muſt deteſt them, who cannot 


endure, when they do their Work, to beg for their 
Wages, not without ſordid Compliances and Flatte- 


ries with vile Men in their vileſt Humours ? Ho! look 
upon the poor Curates and their Families! What is 
their Portion of the Proſperity we now enjoy? Alas, 
they live by God's Mercy, and Men's Charity. How 
deſpicable is their Calling? How little their Autho- 


rity? How inconſiderable their Inſtructions? How 


ſucceſsleſs their Doctrine? How uncreditable their 
Lives? Do not you ſee that your Fellow-Miniſters, 


under theſe Neceſſities, will not be able to aſſert the 


Dignity of their Office, and that no Aſter-Genera- 
tion will ſucceed to inherrit their Poverty and Pains, 
unleſs ſuch as will further debaſe the Honour of their 
Function? Muſt all the induſtrious Miniſters be Sti- 
pendaries? The Faction threatned no more. Muſt 


they have only their Allowances? Anarchy could 


have done no more. Can they preach the Goſpel, 
and can they not live by the Goſpel ? Are they wor- 
thy to diſcharge your Cures, and are they not wor- 
thy to enjoy them; 


The Popiſh Times, I mean the Year 632, could di- 
vide England into Pariſhes, for the better diſcharging of 


the Cure of Souls. Our Times unite thoſe Pariſhes, for 
the better diſcharging of the Cure of Souls: Our Times 
unite thoſe Pariſhes again, for the better Maintenance 


of Pride and Vanity. Is it for this we are reformed ? Is it 


for this we are Proteſtants ? Then, cach Pariſh had their 
Miniſters to pray with them fervently, to teach them 
faithfully, to comfort them ſeaſonably, to converſe 


with them uſefully, to relieve them charitably, to 


direct them carefully. Ah! ia quæ nos reſervamur 
Tempora ? Now, now, my People are neglected, my 
Buildings are ruin'd, my Hoſpitality is loſt, my Au- 
thority is ſhrunk and fallen, and the Church of _ 
a | lan 
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land is thought to be nothing elſe but the Intereſt of a 


few- eraſty Clergymen, ordering all Things to their 
beſt Advantage. OY ; 


Though Envy may know, and Prejudice itſelf may 
confider, Jam a Church made up ot Godly and Re- 
ligious Princes, Nobles, Biſhops, Gentry, Miniſters, 
and People, maintaining an orthodox Doctrine, a 
primitive Government, a pure and orderly, Worlhip, 
a ſevere Diſcipline; and a Chriſtian Communion” in 
Word and Sacrament: Who have forbid theſe Extra- 
vagancies by wholſome Laws, check d them by ſe- 
vere Canons, and diſallow'd them by all fair and 


Juſt: Means imaginable. In the darxeſt 
and moſt ſuperſtitious Times, ordered vid, Sed. in ed. 
chat no Monks, i. ei idle Perſons, ſhould 1. n f. 
take Livings of Biſnops, or appropriate 
the Revenues of them to themſelves; but the Prieſts 


0 


ſerving in theſe Cutes, and the Churches might be 
provided with Neceſſaries. F 


Do vou know why Aonts were pulPd. down in 
Heury the VHPSs Time? Lay it to Heart, I beſecch 
you, for many lock for your Fall: toe. They were 


accug'd for efigroſſing Wealth and Trade, and do you 


hear what the World ſays of you ? They were ac= 
cuſed for impoverithing” Pariſh Prieſts, by deorying 
Preaching, as miniſtring Matter of Schiſms, and mag» 
nifying their own Performances of Prayer and Devo- 
tion, by which, and other Artifices, they undermin- 
ed the poor Prieſts, and procured that many Churches 
pre ſentative with their Glebes and Tithes, were ap- 
propriated to their Convents, leaving 
. poor Pittance' for "he" Parith 1 n 
Vicar This was the Occaſion of the firſt Impro- 
priations. I pray God your Careleſſneſs does not oc- 
calion another. eee ee DIO! 1584 /4L IE 
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The Church of England's Complaints againſt un- 


conſcionable Si mony. 


IN your licentious Courſes, O my Sons, fear Au- 
thority may deter you; Conſcience may check you, 
ſtrict Laws may reſtrain you. In this ſtrange, in this 
{aid Miſcarriage of Simony, I have made Laws, yet 
you tranſgreſs them. I have enacted the 3iſtof Queen 
Elizabeth, That if any Perſons, Bodies Politick 
or Corporate, ſhall, or do, at any Time, for 
« any Sum of Money, Reward, Gift, Profit, or 
Benefit, directly, or indirectly, or for, or by. 
5 « Reaſon of any Promiſe, Grant, Bond, Cove- 
„ nant, or other Aſſurances of, or for any Sum of 
„ Moncy, Reward, Gift, Profit, or Benefit whatſo- 
„ ever, directly, or indirectly, preſent or collate 
„ any Perſon to any Benefice with Cure of Souls, 
Wil cc Dignity, Prebend, or Living Eccleſiaſtical, or give, 
= 3! © or beſtow the ſame for, or in reſpect of any ſuch 4 
corrupt Cauſe, or Conſideration; that then every 9 
iſ C Preſentation, Collation, Gift, c. ſhall be utter- 
15 « Iy void, and of no Effect in Law ; and that any 
„ Perſon accepting of any Eccleſiaſtical Promotion 
85 11 upon ſuch ſordid Accounts, ſhall be judged a diſ- 
e abled Perſon in Law, to have, or enjoy any Be- 
„ nefice, Dignity, Prebend, or Living Eccleſiaſti- 
El « cal. Vet {till you truck for Livings, you mar- 

E 3 ker for Benefices; ſtill you buy and ſell in the 
Temple. This Abomination is ſtill forbidden, and 
= | yet {till racitly allowed: My Canons bind you from 
the Practice of it, by an Oath, and yet you venture. 
You {wear thus ; 


a, 


JN. N. 
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[19]. 
IN. N. do fwear, That I have made no Simonaical 
Payment, Contra, or Promiſe, — or indiredtly, 
by myſelf, or by any other to my Knowhage, or with my 
Conſent, to any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, for, or con- 
cerning the procuring and obtaining of this Eccleſtaſtical 
Dignity, Place, Preferment, Office, or Living, nor will 


at any Time hereafter perform or ſatisfy any ſuch kind of 


Payment, Contract, or Premiſe made by any other with= 
out my Knowledge or Conſent. * So help me God, through 
Jeſus Chrift, + __ = EOF Tg 
ls the Church grown ſo contemptible, that it may be 
bought and ſold for Money? Is Preferment rather a 


Prize for the Richeſt, than a Reward for theWorthieſt® 


Who will ſpend their Days in ſerious Study, their 
Lives in weariſome Retirement, and their Eſtates in 


a chargeable Education, to be forc'd either to buy 


their Preferment at laſt, or live neglected, and die 
unobſery'd ? What ingenious Man can endure tedious 
Attention, inſupportable Fees, intolerable Diſap- 
pointments, and not retire to his Cloſet, and there 
give himſelf up to Deſpondeacy, curſing that Day 
wherein he was born, and the Year wherein he was 
bred up, ſaying, as Elijah, ſecretly to his Soul, Lord 
it is enough, take away my Life, ſince I have out- lived 
the Glory of the Church, the' Honour of my Cal- 
ling, the Encouragement of Parts and Worth! 
I cannot live uſefully; O that I may dic comfortably |! 
_ Havel no true Miniſters, but a Generation of De- 
mas's, that embrace the preſent World? Have I no 


Paſtors called of God, that will live upon God ? 


None that can truſt God with their Maintenance ? 
Will you all demean yourſelyes in cringing for the 


and Employments? Juſtly would the Catholick 


Church have degraded you. Can. ap. 10. Conc. Chalc. af 
2.Conc, Auriaſ. 14. And will you go on making Mer- 
| D 2 chandize i 
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Prieſt's Office, only that you may cat a Morſel of : 4 
Bread? Will you all buy and fell your ſacred Perſons Wn 
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chandize of God's Holy. Spirit, ost of Filthy Lucre, 
hne, thus, are my worthy Sons laid aſide, the 


7! uaworthy. arc promoted, my Peaple periſh, my Re- 
15} ligzon deeays, \my, Enemies break in upon me, and 


Aare only here and there one to ſtand by me; the 
Weak. 
I 


\the Scandalous, chat come ia by Simony 
tray me! O ſacred Majeſty! O ye honourable. No- 
bility. O ye worthy Gentry! Lot it be your Ho- 


uncur that you can diſpoſe of Parſonages to the Glory 


1 Sad, the Advantage of the Church, and your own 
Comfort! Let it be your Shame that you have any 


hing in Return for your Preſentments, to the Dif- 
honour. of God, the Hanger of the Church, and the 
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But Words fail me, out of a juſt Abhorrence of 
this abominable Practice : I mutt} leave with you; 
therefore, thoſe of the moſt excellent Biſhop Jewel to 
Queen Elizabeth on the like Occaſion. The Livings 
of: ſuch, as.are in the Miniftry, are not in their Hands 10 


daha they are due They feldom paſs, now-a-days, from 
Wl the Patron, if he be no better than a Gentleman, but the 
W112! ther for. the Leaſe or preſent Money... Such Merchants 
ere broken into the Church of God, a great deal more in- 
toſerable, than were' they whom Chriſt whipp'd out of the 

Wl! Temple. Thus they who ſhould be careful for God's Church, 
n hat ould be Patrons to provide for the Conſciences of the 


Wil People, and to place among them a Learned Minifter, who 
mmi bt be able topreach to them in Seaſon and out of Seaſon, 


; Wl and to fulfill his Miniſtry, ſeck their own, and not that 


which is Feſus Chriſt's They ſerve not Feſus Chriſt, 
but, their Belly. And this is done not in one County, 


ni one Place, but throughout all England. Oh mer 


ciful: God Whither will this grow at the laſhes If 
the Miſery which this Plague worketh, would:reach but 


1 5 to one Ape, it were tolerable © It will be a Plague to Po- 
Ferity; it will be the Decay and Deſolation of God's 
Curb. Touns Men. ſee this, and they are weary 


and 


aife 


cy this Realm is delivered: from, ſhall be brought upon us; 


[21]. | 
diſcourag 4; they divert their Studies auot her Way. J. 
know Tour Grace heareth not of theſe Matters, and T 
hope God will work in your gracious- Heart ſome Reme= 
dies againſt them ; For: otherwiſe the Schools will" be ll 
forſaken, the Church deſolate, the People wild and di 
obedient, the Goſpel diſcredited, and this noble Realm Wl 
which was ever famous; for the Name of Learning, likes. 
Iy to come to ſuch I:norance and Barbarity, as hath not 
been heard of in any Memory before our Time. Poor 
Souls are deftitute, without a Guide ;, the Afiicted in (. 
ſcience, have none to quiet them; they grow Wild and Sax | 
vage, as a People that hath no God; they are.command- 
ed io change their Religion, and, for lack of Inſtruction, i 
they know: not whither to turn them. i 
Oh/ our Pofterity ſpall rue, that ever ſuch Fathers went ||| 
before them; and Chronicles will report ro or oe ge; 
they ſpall leave it written in whoſe Time, aua in whoſe ſe 1 
Reign this was done. Or if we grow ſo barbarous that iſ 
we conſider not this, or be not able to araw it imo Chro- 
nicle; yet Foreign Nations will not ſpare to write this, 
and publ. iſh it to our everlaſting Reproach and Shame. 
By theſe Means Foreign Powers, which, by God's Mer i 


ſuch Things fhatl be done to us, as we before ſuffered - 
The Truth of God fball be taken. away The Holy Scrip= 
ture hurn'd. and conſum'd in Fire: A marvellous Dork [ 1 
veſs and Calamity mußt needs enſuit. | {A 
Oh! that your Grace might behold the miſerable' Dil. 
order of Gods Church, or that you might. ſee the Calas if 
mities that will enſus. It is a Part: of your Kingdom, 4 
and ſuch, a; Part, as is the Prop and Stay of the Ref. Ei 
will ſay to your Majeſty, 9s Cyrillus onetime; ſaid to 
the zodly Emperors, Theodaſius. aud Valentinian, Ab: 
ea que erga Deum eſt Pietate Reip: Veſtræ ſtatus. iſ 
pendet: Jou are our Governor, you are the Nurſe xl 
God's Church We muſs open this before. gam; and God | 
knoweth whether it may be redreſſed there is uc other bus 


Jaun Highneſs, that can rodreſs it. 1. 1 
| | 


1 410 


© The 22 of Simony. 


STMONY is an intentive Deſire, or Pur; , to 
| © 10 or ſell a Spiritual Living, or any corpora Thing 
| annexed to the Church: Grat. Diſt. 2. p. 91. Zanch. 
de inter Cultu. Concil. comp. Sect, 33. dec. Cont. Mic. can. 


- 98. p. 15. | 
| 5 Apoſtolic. 29. Siguis E ene Per pecunias digni- 
zatem Aecuſus fit, vel ae vel Diaconus, ORE, 
4" 1-6 & EeXCommunicetur. © 
Can. Generals vi. in Trulle. Pecuniis ordinates deponi 
nn 5 


Con. Coflntneoltonim, A. D. 45 9. Simoniacos dam- 
A. D. 739. Cn. 21. 8 Council. Aix la Chapelle, 


N A. D. 599: Gun; 1. Con. 3 
Ut 


"15 CHAP. IV. 
0 The Church 57 England' 8 Complaint againſt 2 


1 
EY i dalous Prophaneneſs. 
2 WAR 
2th Of, you hat are my Sons, why do you theſe 
HC Things? For T hcar of all your evil Dealing by all 
45 this People. My God above looks upon you, and is 
1 provoked ; the blefled Angels ſee you their Fellow- 
| Servants , "for o are a Spefacle to God and Angels ) and 
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. are grieved; wicked Men obſerve you, and blaſpheme 
Il} God; good Men behold you, and are aſhamed : Is 
tk. ih this the Return you make to a gracious God, to diſ- 
166 _ Honour him? Is this your Kindneſs to me, to undo 
| me Is this your Gratitude for the publick Favour oe 
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f 1 if 155 you betray it; your Prince have — 
ed 158 Royal Favours, you ſhame him; honeſt Peo- 
* ng 


"| * 


* j 
20 T2 


fi , "| 
19 1 
_ 


to 


JE 


— 


n 


3 C 


ceive them. 


e 23] 


ple afford you their | Piry and Compaſſion, you de- 


1 ſaw-the late ſcandalous Pamphlets written againſt 


you, but I neglected them as Slanders and Calumnies.. 


I heard the late Complaints and Outcries; but ſlight= * 


ed them, as I do Envy, Malice, and Hatred. Dread. 
ful Things were wp” Ys a againſt you; great 


Things were daily offer'd for you; the Faction re- 
viv'd; the Orthodox maintain d your Cauſe. Sober 


Men writ for you, but now you confute them; holy 


Men excus'd you, but you contradict them; good and 
great Men ſpoke for you, but you will not believe. 


them! Oh! your Care leſneſs! Oh! your Indifference 
in Matters of Religion! Oh how negligently you 
do the Work of the Lord, when you know God 
is ſerious in the Word he ſpeaks, in the Judgments he 
inflicts, in the Mercies he beſtows! When you know 


Chriſt is ſerious in redeeming Souls, the Holy GhoſT 


is ſerious in ſanctifying them, the Devil is ſerious in 


undoing them, the whole Creation is ſerious round 


about you! How you trifle with immortal Souls! 


How you play with the great and terrible Work of 
the Miniſtry ! How faintly do you pray | How uncon- 
cernedly do you preach ! How vainly and unprofit- 


ably do you talk! How unevenly do you walk! Do 


you ſpeak for Eternity? Do you. preach for Immorta- 
lity? Are you ſent of God? Are you here to ſave 
Souls, and yet, Gallio- like, care for none of thoſe Things 
Woe is me to ſee you walk in the Counſel of the Ungod-. 
ly, Hand in the Way of Sinners, and fit in the Seat of the. | 
Scornful, whoſe Delight ſhould be in the Law of the Lord, 

in whoſe Law you ſhould meditate Day and Night. 
Where is that ſerious Holineſs that crown'd, that ſo- 
lema Gravity that adorn'd, that ſevere Virtue that 
advanc'd my ſober Miniſters, my reverend Paſtors, 

and holy Men? Where is thy pious and fervent Spi- 


rit, O devout Hall. Where is thy gracious Temper, ex 


cellent Her Whereis thy even and unſhaken Frame, 
ſerious 


ſerious Hammand! Where is thy virtuous Deportment, 
famous Morton / Where is thy rational, wel weigh'd, 


thy P KReſignation, and Humility, moſt learn- 


Integrity, immoveable Fideliry, unerring Capacity, 
and extenſive: Charity, O'bounteous Mard Thy «< 


4 deſigning Simplicity, unwearied Induſtry, unſuſpected 
Loyalty, and well-natured Affability, moſt intelli- 


© Lake Thy unchangeable Sinceriry, approv'd 
Honclty, undiflembled: Sanctity, = wn Hoſp: ta- 
lity, invincible Theology, O magnanimous White ./ 
In England, as in Ramab, there is a Voice heard, La- 
mentation, and Weeping, and great Mourning ; I, as 
Rachel; weeping ſor my excellent Children, bur they are 


Alas l alas for your debauched Courſes! An holy 
Calling, and an unholy Lite ! Spiritual Perſons, and 
yet live after the Fleſh! A clean Garment, and an 
unclean. Heart! Servants of God, and yet Slaves of 
Sin! Reverend in your Function, and yet ſhameful in 


pour Practice! A Miniſter, and yet given to Wine! 
= A Pricft; and yet laſcivious! In Holy Orders, and 
vet in liotous Aſſemblies | Enjoin'd to wall circumſpect- 


% and yet reel! A Man devoted to the Study and 
the Cloſet; in Chambering and Wantonneſs / Conver- 


= ſation in Heaven, turned into Diſcourſe in Taverns ! 


Study Eternity, and yet trifle away Time! Stand at 
me Communion of Saints, yet fit down in the Company 
0 Scorners / Vile, and yer proud! Diſhonouring your- 


ſelves, and yet ambitious ! 


O Right Reverend F athers, enjoin my wholſome 


Canons ſeverely; viſit Men's Eyes and Carriages ex- 
actly ; preſide over the Flocks which the Holy Ghoſt 
bath made you Overſeers of, carefully: Pity Reli- 
gion, that is a dying; pity me, that am decaying; 


pity yourſel ves, that are again falling. Reform my 
= Clcrgy, and you are ſafe; neglect them, 1 
1 periſh: 


and ſtay'd Soul, moſt venerable: Sanderſon. Where is 
ed: Sancroft {- Where is thy unaffected Modeſty, fix d 
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periſh : Keep up the Life and Protiogs of Religion, il 
and that will keep you- in your ſeveral high Stations: 
For if the Power of it be loſt, the Profeſſion of it will 
be loſt; your Calling will fail; ; your Order will be ex- | 
tinct; "and God knows what will be the End thereof. 
I fear nothing but Sin; I want nothing but true Grace 
eminent in all my Miniſters, whereby they may pleaſe 


God, adorn the cry pel, Convince nn and re- 
form the Wrap 1 15 


CHAP. V. 


The Church of England 8 Complaint again Un- i | 
due Ordination. a = 


ne Jam well faked (een tho Ko- if 
11anifts. and other Sects have of late ſuggeſted): i 

that my Ordination is authentick, primitive, and pro- 
per in the Form of it; is yaliũ in the Author, being 
by Men ordained in an uninterrupted Succeſſion b7 
the Biſhops of the firſt Ages, as they were by the A- 
poſtles, and the A poſtles by Chriſi, who was ordain d by» Wl 
God himſelf; and is regular and legal in the Circum- 
ſtances of it, being agreeable to the eſtabliſhed Laws iſ 
of the Realm; yer, not without much Regret, muſt I 
I contels, that ſolemn Inveſtiture of Men to the great 1 
calling of Miniſters, fallen much below 'its native 
Glory, much ſunk in“ its primitive Sacredneſs and 
Reverence, and extremely decayed in its firſt Eſteem | 1 
and Honour, becauſe my Right reverend Biſhops 
have, through Inadvertency, beſtow'd the Honour 
of that High- calling, 1. Upon the Young. - 2. Upon 
the Unlearned. 3. Upon the Debauched; and 4. Up- , | 
on the Factious. 1 
Woe is me, when I dae thoſe that regal beo { 
ors have learned! That I have thoſe that would in 
. Varus j | 


| 26 
72 others; and have need theſelyes to be inſtrucsel 
W which are the firſt Principles of the Doctrine of 7e- 
aon. Inſtead of the Antient Fathers, we hade Chil- 
dren who are made Priefts in all Lands, whoſe Numbers, 
as I = .credibly informed, arc more than 3000. For- 
| * | * honoured my excellent Clergy tor their 
T 


Age — avity; reverenced them for their Learn- 
ig and Auſterity ; cftcemed them as the Wonder of 
the World; and fr aid, As thy Father, and he will 
1 Hen, thee, thine Antients, and they fhall tell thee : This 
ſlights them for their Youth and Weakneſs, for their 
| | ene and Unexperience, as Perſons that are but 
| q © Yeſterday, and know nothing. As the Patriarchs 
. ſeparated their Firſt-born for the Prie ieſt hood, and Moſes 
anon reſerved themſelves many Vears for their 
= nifteries, and the Law prepar'd Men thirty Years 
br the ſacred Service; and the bleſſed eſus, the 
Preacher of Rightcouſneſs, entered not until the thir- 
ech Year of his Age upon the great Work of the Mi- 
= npiftry : So my Biſhops, ' knowing hom to hebare them- 
b ſthves in rbe 2 of God, — is the Church of the Li- 
= 


Ding God, the Pillar and Ground o of Truth, took heed 
to hes, and the Flocks, over which the Holy - 
= Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, that they laid Hands 
= ſuddenly on no Man, neither were Parta ers of. other 
ow bins; but kept themſelves pure. I had reverend 
Men for w7 Prieſts, that evidenced themſelves Patterns 
12 good Works ; in Dofrine, ſpeming Uncorruptneſs, 
Gravity, Sincerity, ſound Speech that cannot be condemn'd. 
| They were b.ameleſs, ſober, juft, holy, temperate; their 
= Judgments were ſettled, their Paſſions were allay d, 
= their Affections were compo/5'd, their Actions were ad- 
vid, their Converſation eat and uniform. But fince 
every one has almoſt done what is good in his own 
| Eyes, my young Miniſters have been unſtable in all 
| their Ways, unſettled in their Minds, raſh in their 
| Undertakings, impudent in their Carriage, weak in 
| heir Diſcourſes, unexperienced in their Behaviour, on 
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Lea 7 
the Grief of good Men, who eſteem all Miniſters ve- | 
ry highly in Love for their Work ſake; to the Joy © (| ; 
thoſe evil Men that have III-will to Sian, and cry, 
Aba, Aha, ſo would we have it. O youns Men, who 
reguireth theſe Things at your Hands? Why do you run 
before I am willing to ſend. you? O how dare you 
take this Office upon you, until you you are called with 
ſolemn Preparation, as was Aaron? Are not you afraid 
(now you have newly paſs'd the Elements of Philo- 
tophy, and the firſt Principles of Nature) to look 
into thoſe Myſteries which the Angels defire to look 
into, to ſearch into that Knowledge which paſſetb] 
all Underſtanding? Are not you afraid to aſcend that 
Pulpit, which Luther ſaid he never came into (the? 
very learned and aged) without Fear and Trembling?| 1 
Are you not afraid to undertake that dreadful Work, 
from the Execution of which the Prophets fled, the 
Fathers ſhrunk-back, and the primitive Paſtors en- 
deavour'd to be excus d? Do you know what you do, 
when you undertake to be Ambaſſadors in Chriſts Wn 
Stead ; to bring back the World to God; to be Ca-wne 
workers with God in the Salvation of Souls; to be 
Angels of the Church; to be as Stars in God's Right 
Hand; to be Stewards of the Myſteries of God; to 1 
watch for precious Souls, as they that muſt giv? a 
Account £ Did not Philoſophy think you unfit, on LATE 
young Men ! to hear Morals, and ſhall Divinity admit 


| — 
l 


Sx 


i 1 _ 
1 =_ 
fl _ 
i 1 | = 
i 
} 


you to read Divine Lectures? How can you, in the 1 
Heat of Youth, in the Vigour of Luſt, appear in the nn 
World, perſuading Men to mortify their Affections, Wn 
and to ſubdue their ſinful Appetites ? With what 
Hope can you . endeavour to compoſe the World 
to that great Rule, to which you cannot compoſe your=|il 
ſelves ? How impertinently will you converſe ? Howl 
weakly will you diſcourſe? How imprudently will _ 
you deal > How contemptibly will you live among a 
ſtay*'d and diſcreet People wiſer than you in their Ge- 
neration ? . Zh _ —_ 
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3 9287] 

de Goodneſs of God baving furniſp Man with 
= To chief Inſtruments (ſaith an incomparable Au- 
$ thor) both neceſſary for this Liſe; Hands to exerciſe, | 


: | and a Mind to deviſe great 7. __ The one is not pro- | 
= able longer than the Vigour of Youth doth ffrengthen it, 
ab the other greatly turn to Account, till Age and 
ee bave brought it to Perfection.” . 
= FF 75 = a 8 | E C T. i I. 5 a | | | 
0 debauched Men "ordained. | 

H am I, (as Julian blaſphem'd) the Sanctuary . 

of all Prophaneneſs? Am I a Refuge for all 5 


*Licentiouſneſs? Whom a ſtrict College expells, whom ; 
2a ſevere Univerſity: diſcountenances, whom civil Men 
note with a Mark of Hatred and Abhorrence, muſt! 11 
admit to my ſacred Order, and honour with my 
moſt ſolemn Miniſtrations? O! my reverend Sons, 
What, do you bring a Man to teach the World a God, 
and his Service, who is without God in the World ? 
What, do you ſend them to ſpeak of that God 
Who is not in all their Thoughts? Why are they 
employ'd to propagate the Knowledge of God, who 
deſire that the Knowledge of the Holy One may | 
eeaſe from them? To what Purpoſe do they preach x 
n holy Life, who never intend to live it? Why do ſ 
they put thoſe poor Souls to pray for thoſe Things -f 
ef God, which they do not defire ? To read that t 
Bible which they do not believe? To bind thoſe heavy / 
= Birthens upon the People, which they themſelves do 3 
5 
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vot intend to bear? To teach that on the Sabbath de- 

= murcly, which they will contradict: throughout the 
Week prophancly, You, O Right reverend Fathers, 1 
ö taught Menu to deny all Ungodlineſs and worldly a 
WW Luft, and to live ſoberly, juſtly, and godlily in this 7 
preſent World; and will you ſuffer Men to go from 0 
WW among you, to teach all Ungodlineſs and 3 C 
=. | uſts ? 


EI 


Luſts? Alas! one and the ſame Man, a Divine and 
7 


a Beaſt! What ! conſecrated to God, and devoted | | 


to Sin! An Abomination-in the holy Place !1-——Be- 
hold thou-art called a Miniſter, and reſte in the Law, Wl 
and makeft thy Boa of God, and knoweſ# his Will, ads 
approveft the Things that are more excellent, being inſtruct- al 
ed out of the Lam; and art | confident that thou thyſelf Wl 
art a Guide to the Blind, a Light to them which are in 
Darkneſs, and an Inſtructor of the Fooliſh 5 a Teacher» of 
Babes, who haſt the Form of Knowledge, - and of the 
Truth in the Law * Thou, therefore, that ' teacheft ano- 
ther, teacheſt thou not thyſelf © Thou that preacheſt u 


Man ſhould. not ſteal, doeſt thou ſteal? Thou that ſayft | 5 
a A, ue not commit Aduldtry, haſ# thou committee 


Adultery? Thou that abborreſ} Idols, doft thou commit 
Sacriledge? Thou that makeſt thy boaſt of the Law, dif 
honoureſt thou Gd? For the Name of God is hlaſphem u 
among the People through you. A en 


Of unlearned Men ordained, 2500. 


JAM aſham'd that Ignorance, which formerly found 
1 Preferment, ſhould now find Orders too; and T 
ſhould fertle them legally in that, whereunto I always 
{aid they had illegally intruded. It was too much to 
_ 4ſurp the ſacred Office, much more to confecrate it 
to it. The Miſcarriages in the Days of Anarchy and 
Kebellion want nothing to compleat them but to be 
hallowed.” The Catholick Church never entertain'd a 

Miniſtry but what was qualified, either with extra- 
ordinary Gifts from Above, or with human Learn- 
ing from Below, by which the Mind was inſtructed 
and improved in all the Riches of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge, which are part of the Glory and Image 
of God in Man. By this Learning all Truths are 
clearly unfolded, How do you think poor Souls _ 
clear 
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wear Divine: Truths, lying hid in the Depth, Dark- 


inels, and Ambiguity of Original Words, without 


mil in Languages? How can they maintain the 


*Fraths I have eſtabliſhed, and confute the Errors I 
have condemned? How can they detect the Falla- 
Kies with which my poor People are deluded, con- 
Vince the Gainſayers with whom I am troubled, and 
diſcover thoſe Sophiſms in which miftaken Souls wrap 


themſelves, darkenins Wiſdom with Words without Un- 


Aerſtanding, without the Art of ſound Reaſonins © How 
an they convey the holy Truths they are furniſhed 


with to others, without an holy Eloquence, a ſa- 


icred Perſuaſion and Rhetorick, which may commend 


tem to Mens Minds, and enforce them upon their 


Hearts? How can they ſatisfy themſclves and others 
in the Controverſies of this Age, without the Obſer- 
vations, Hiſtories, and Cuſtoms of former Ages, and 
ſtanding in the Ways, and asking for the old Way, which 


is the good Way, and walk therein, and ſo find Reft for our 


Souls. | LL ot 
How is it poſſible for theſe poor Creatures to under- 


| ſtand ſundry Paſſages of Scripture, depending upon 


Propriety of Words and Idioms, or upon the Cuſtoms, 
Ritcs, Proverbs, Forms, Uſages, Laws, Offices, and An- 
tiquities of the M rian, Perron, (rreek, and Roman Go- 


-vernmednts, without a competent Portion of human 


Learning? My Religion was as the King's Daughter, 
all glorious within, attended on by Arts and Sciences, 


thoſe Handmaids who clothed her with Garments 


wrought with Needleworks of divers Colours, em- 


broidering ber with pathetick Elegancies, with ſolid 


Eloquence and Orations, with Sublimity and Gravi- 
ty, with Method and Vivacity, with excellent Mo- 
Tals, and uſeful Obſervations of the moſt conſum- 
mate Underſtanding. But now alas! it is expoſcd to 


2 prophane World, with the ridiculous Impertinen- 


cies, and fooliſh Adventures of Men zealous, but not 


hear ? 


according to Knowledge. What empty Diſcourſes do I 
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hear? What incoherent Notions do I read? What 
vain Trifles am I troubled with? __ 1 


02 


The Law was publiſh'd by Moſes, learned in all the 
Learning of the Eeyptians; the Goſpel was propa- 
gated by St. Paul, bred up at the Feet of Gamaliel, in 
all the Varieties ot Heatbeviſh and Fewiſh Literatures! 
The Primitive Fathers (as Clemens Alenandrinus, Euſe- 
Bius, Tertullian, St. Auguſtine, St. Ambroſe, Minucius Fa 
lix, Ladantius, &c.) maintain'd the Faith ſo propagat- 
ed by their comprehenſive Learning. Therefore I have 


taken care that none ſhould be admitted to holy Or- 


ders, but they who are approved by ſober and wiſe 


Men, as who hare given themſelves wholly to thoſe Things; 
that their profiting may appear unto all, as Men 


4 


whom there is ſome Hope, becauſe of their Prompt-, . | 


neſs of Wit, Quickneſs of Conceit, Faſtneſs of Memo- 
ry, Clearneſs of Underſtanding, Soundneſs of Judg- 
ment, and Readineſs of Speech; that they may in 
Time, by Art and Induſtry, Obſervation and Experience, 


become skiltul Linguiſts, fubrle Diſputants, copious O—-— 


rators, exact Criticks, comprehenſive Hiſtorians, pro- 
found Divines, and powerſul Preachers; that through- 
out theſe Kingdoms, I may have thoſe that may ſettle 
the People rightly, inſtruct the Ignorant clearly, ſa- 
tisfy thoſe that are in Doubt fully, detect the Se- 
ducers skilfully, and promote Piety and Peace ſuc 


_ celsfully. Able, upon all Occaſions, to impart Spi- 


ritual Gifts to the People of God, whereby they may 


be eſtabliſned, and to ſpeak with ſuch Sufficiency, Per- 


tinency, and Conviction, in ſome good meafure of Pro- 
portion to the Quickneſs and Ripeneſs of the preſent 
Age, ſhe wing in their Doctrines, Uncorruptneſs, Gra- 
vity, Sincerity, ſound Spcech-which cannot be condemned, 
that they which are of the contrary Party may be aſhamea, 
having no Evil to ſay of them. O what wile add honeſt- 
hearted Proteſtant (who hath any Care of Poſterity or 
Proſpect for the Future) finds not a ſad Deſpondency, 
with an holy Impatience ariſing in his Soul; Ty 
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Souls, as are now ſuffer' d publickly to intrude! them- 


Alena Myſterics, all Divine Miniſtrations, with equal 
Inſdlence and Inſufficiency, being, for the moſt Parr, 
o much the more Arrogant and Preſumptuous, by how 


Iy or honeſt, Expreſſions the leaſt proportionable to 


hitherto been my Support and Ornament. 


debaſe and undervalue the Evangelical Offices of Chriſt, 
= as to admit every Pretender and Obtruder to officiate, 
without due Examination, or Approbation from thoſe 

With whom that Commiſſion and Power hath been e- 
ver depoſited in a regular and viſible Succeſſion from 


(duly conſidering the Diverſities of Gifts from the 
fame Spirit) you are not to exclude any modeſt Per- 
fon (tho* of meaner Parts, and leſs improv'd Educa- 
tion) if he is brought up ingenuouſly, is affected piouſly, 
and live orderly, from a Place in Chriſt's Miniſtry, 
where one may ſow, another reap, according to the 


worketh all, and in all. 


« 


Ar. VI. 


* 


* 


be any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow ; it it hath been 


Heaven, as it is done unto me! O when will my 
Wounds be heal'd, my Ruins repair'd, my Deſola- 
2 ; INE TRE ia #3 cs WITT, es & ACC tions 


F? 
1 


13 - ts 


| | es ſo many weak Shoulders, ſuch unwaſh'd. Habds, | 
S ſuch unprepar'd Feet, fach raſh Heads, ſuch empty 


{clves upom all holy Duties, all ſacred Offices, all ſo- 


much they are the more groſly Ignorant. In whom you 
cannot diſcern any, either rational or religious, order. 


what was obſeravble in my ſolid Miniſters, my moſt 
ure Scholars, and moſt profound Divines, who have 


-.Certainly, Right reverend Fathers, you will not ſo 
Chriſt, the great Exemplar or Original; although 
feveral Gifts and Diſpenſations of the ſame God, Who 


CNALL you that paſs by me, ſtand and ſee if there 


done in any Reform'd, or Proteftant Church under 


— [ — ——— a—_ 1 2 


1 


every holy Duty, every neceſſary Rule, and every 


with much Study and Induſtry, with many; Pray- 
21 | e. —_— 


tions and Waſts finiſh'd ? When will the Barbarous 
be check'd, the Licentious reftrain'd; the profeſs'd” Wl 
Enemies of different Intereſts and Religion which: i 
perſecute me, be fubdu'd? When ſhall I ſettle upon 
the eternal Foundation of ſound Doctrine, of primis: 
tive Government, of an holy and pure Worſhip, of a 
devout and comely Order; to the Amazement of the 
World ; to the Honour of Religion; to the Glory 
of God; to the Peace of the whole Earth, and Goods 
Will towards Men? Behold! my Children are diſcon- 
rented ; my Government is complained of; my Or- 
dinances are neglefted ; my Miniſters are deſpis d; 
my Peace is diſturb'd, and my Safety ,, , , 
endanger'd. Hear O Heavens, and give 1 = 
Ear O Earth“ What could I have t wn 
done, that I have not done? Have I not taught the 
Truth of God ſincerely; giving Milk to Babes, and 
ſtronger Meat to them that were able to bear it; and 
the Oracles of God to all, in a Language they belt 
underſtood? Have I conceal'd any Part of God's ſa- 
cred Counſel from you? Have I not ſet forth, with 
all Plainneſs and Freedom, the bleſſed Fulneſs and 
Excellencies of my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in ſuch a Man- 
ner and Meaſure, as I received from the Word and 
Spirit? Have I not adminiſtred all the Ordinances f 
God faithfully ? Have I not enjoin'd and taught all 
Vertue, arid all Grace carefully, recommending to my 
Children, whatſoever Things are good, whatſoever Things 
are true, whatſoever Things are honefs, whatſoever nl 
Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, whatforver nl 
Thinzs are lovely, whatſoever Things are of good Report, Wl 


imitable Example; with all the Advantages of found 8 
Knowledge, powerful Preaching, and perſuaſive: Li» Wl 
ving ; which, at once, were able to inform the Wea- wn 
keſt, to reclaim the moſt Erroneous, to reform the 
moſt Debauch'd, to ſatisfy the moſt Curious, and to 
filence the moſt Refractory? Have not I prepar'd, I 


— 


Ss tholick Succeſſion throughout all Ages, agreeable to 
that Original Inſtitution which was from Feſtus Chriſt, 
| the great High-Prieft, the true Prophet, the Sove- 
reign King of the Church, the chief Preacher of 
Kighteouſneſs, and Biſhop of our Souls? Have I not, 
e, I fay, taken an holy Care of a Succeſſion of 
Miniſters about holy Things, who might 
divide the Word aright by ſolid Preaching; might 
= watt upon God ſolemnly by a devout and diſcreet 
Praying; might convince Gainſayers by acute Diſ- 
puting; might inſtruct the World by exact Writing; 
might maintain Peace and Order by wiſe Governing; 
might reform the World by holy Living? Hath it 
not been my Care and Endeavour to keep up the 
Soundneſs, Power, and Lite of the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion? Have I not laboured that my good People might 
every where have what is neceſſary and wholeſome 
for their Souls Good, in devout Prayers, in holy Sa- 
eraments, in powerful Sermons? Whereby I deſired 
(God knows) to preſerve- wholeſome and ſaving Truth; 
| to promote true Holineſs,; to ſet up a Religious De- 
© cency ; to maintain the wholeſome Form and Power 
of Godlineſs, in Truth, Peace, Order, and Unity. 
= Havc not I held forth a holy Light, Rule, and Life, 
in the plain Parts of Scripture every where read, in 
RS the Articles every Year acknowledged, in the Creeds 
ad Catechiſm every Year explain d, in the Licurgy 
—_ conſtantly uſcd ; whereby poor Souls had a plain, caſy, 
and ſure Way to Heaven, thro' an unſeign'd Faith, 
== finccre Repentance, a Catholick Charity, a devour 
_—_ Humility, a good Conſcience, and a holy Obedience 
do God and Man, according to the Will of God unto all 
= Wel- plegfing? Do not I take care to inſtrut the Ig- 
norant diligently ; to comfort the Weak-hearted ten- 
= dcrly: ; to raiſe up them that tall compaſſionately; 
= | 5 5 to 


to viſit thoſe that are ſick charitably; to relieve thoſe, | 
that want mercitully ; to bury my Dead that ſſeep 
in Jeſus ſolemnly; to puniſh thoſe that do amiſs ſe= 
verely; to reſtore them that have gone aſtray. piti- 

; fully; to inſtruct. them that oppoſe themſelves meck= 
ly ; to frame a way of Peace, Order, and Commus- 
nion, (in which Brethren might happily. dwell: toges 
ther in Unity) prudently, rationally; and diſcreetly? 
| O what Failings of mine, then, have occaſion'd the 
) | impatient Murmurs which I hear? What Faults 6 
4 mine have rais'd thoſe bitter Reproaches Which 1 
bear ? What Enormities of mine have provok d thoſe 
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imminent. Dangers which I tear? O Why is it, that il 
F ye, who own my God as Saviour, who have ſubmit» 
; ted to my Doctrine as your Rule, who have parta» | 


ken of my Sacraments, as your Refreſhment and Com- 
fort; O why is it, that you hate and deſpiſe me, tha 
ye ſtrip and wound me, that ye tear and mangle me, 


| that ye 1mpoveriſh and debaſe me, that ye make me 
a2 Scorn, an Abomination, an Hiſſing, and Afſtonith= 
5 ment to all that ſee me; a Deriſion, and a Mocking 
to my Enemies round about me? ＋ 7 

| Alas! all Men of Weight and Worth, for Parts 


E” 4 and Piety, for Judgment and Ingenuity, 9 
z for Conſcience and Integrity, for Grace, ee, 
| Learning, and Renown, know my Inno-; . 
| cence ſo far, that, as to the Foundation of Faith, and 
| - Rule of Holineſs, I have only adhered to God's = 
; bleſſed Word; As tothe Circumſtances and Ceremo= i 
| nics of Religion, I uſe in them, prudently and cha- 
ritably, tbat Liberty and Power, which, I believe, is 
| allow'd here for Peace, Order, and Decency, by | 


8 that bleſſed God who is not the Author of Confuſion, 
| but of Peace, as in all the Churches of the Saints. If 


we may believe the Integrity of thoſe Reformers that 
ſettled this Church; whoſe Learning, Worth, and 
| Piety, has been confirmed by- the Teſtiniony of ſo 


many wiſe. and religious Princes; by the Approba- 
7 tion of ſo many honourable and unanimous Houles } 
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| of Patliament + + by the Suffrages of fo many Rove 


| fo many other reform'd Churches“: If we may be⸗ 
| tieve the Preaching, Living, and Dying of ' ſo many 
hundred excellent Piko sand Mitiiſters, or the Pray- 
ers and Proficiencies of % many thouſands of god} 
Cliniftiats'; or if we may believe the wonderful Bleſ- 
2 ſpecial Gracees'of a mercifal” God, arteſting 


| Believe" even all Men in England, whothave, by Oaths 
and Subſcriptions, by Vows and Proteſtations, re- 
| ved to maintain the Proteſtant Rel35ion, as it was e- 
fKabliihed in the Church of Euglauu; who deſpair any 

| where to find the Way of Truth and Peace, 'of Ho- 

| lincſs and Happineſs, but in the Uſe of thoſe holy 

| | Means; and in che Exerciſe of thoſe Divine Graces, 


Which accompany Salvation within me profeſod and 


x 
N 


e I know nothing excellent in any Church, 
| for outward Policy, inward Tranquility, and. eternal 
_ | Felicity; nothing that was pious or peaceable, mo- 
W ral or vertuous, ritual or ſpiritual, orderly or come- 
h, or any way conducing to Truth and Holineſs, to 
Grace or Vertue, to the Soul's Edification and Com- 
bort; Which was not by me entertain'd, with compe- 
þ | rent "Maintenance, noble Encouragement, ingenious 
_ Honours, peaceable Serenity, and munificent Plenty, 
0 | in which I flouriſh'd ſo many Years, by God's Good 
8 | neſs, and Man's Indulgence. FF 
Klas! whatever I have done in the Settlements of 
Rites, Circumſtances, and Decencies of Religion, I 
| have obſerv d that Modeſty, Wiſdom, and Humility, 
that became a Church of Chriſt, in diſcreetly and in- 


£ 
D 


4 
f 
1 . 

4 nerable Antiquity in the Church, as far as it obſer- 

g 

the Liberty allow'd it, in Point of Order and De- 


eeney. 0 wag are froo knowing to be 1gnorant, 
too 


4 


nd and Learned Convocations ; by! the Applauſes of 


—— Integrity, and Sanctity of my Chriſtian 
Sonſtitution for many happy Vears: Or, if you will 


ay complying with ſober, primitive, and ve- 


ved the Rules of God's Word, and went not beyond 
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and 400 ingenious to be inſenſible, of your Duty 0 


Conſent and publick Piety of a Chriſtian” Nation. 
He was a wiſe, holy, and reverend Son of my Bo- 


Maturity of his Judgment, and 2 


< 


7 
7 — 
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God, and your Reſpect to me; who was heretofore | 
ſo much lov'd by my Children, applauded b — 1 
Friends, reverenced by my Neighbours, fe diag | 
envy'd by mine Enemies, for thoſe ſpiritual: Gifts; 
miniſterial, devotional, and practical, which were 
evidently ſeen in me; thoſe heavenly Influences which 
People receiv'd from me; thoſe precious Examples, and 
good Works ſet forth by me; the bleſſed Experiences Men 
enjoy d within me; the charitable Simplicitics exertis d 
by my Members; the numerous Aſſemblies, the frequent 
Devotions, the. reverend Attentions, the unanimous 
Communions, the well- grounded Hopes, aud un- 
ſpeakable Comforts, which thouſands enjoy'd, both | 
living and dying, in Obedience to, and Communiort | 
with me; which, to impartial Men, were moſt preg- 
nant Evidences, and undeniable Demonſtrations f 
true Religion, and a true Church, ſettled by the joint 


} ppt IT OE Wy 7 „ roeors 
ſom, who ſaid, That in the greateſt nbbiſte Bramkull 


Integrity of his Conſcience, when moſt redeem'd 
6% from juvenile Fervors, popular Fallacies, vulgar 


% Partialities, and ſecular Flatteries, he declar'd to 


« the preſent Age, and Poſterity, that ſince he was 
capable to move in ſo ſerious a Search,” and weighty 
a Diſquiſition, as that of Religion is; as his great- 
« eſt Deſign was, through God's Grace, to find out, 
e and perſevere in, ſuch a Profeſſion of Chriſtian Re- 
<« ligion, as hath moſt of Truth and Order, of Power 
and Peace, of Holineſs and Solemniry, of Divine 
« Verity and Catholick Antiquity, of true Charity 


A RXV 


A 


and holy Conſtancy : So he could not (apart from 


\ 


* 


all Prejudices and Prepoſſeſſions) find in any other 


Church or Church-way, antient or modern, either 


% more of the Good he defired, or leſs of the 
Evil he would avoid, than he had a long 1 
0 : N 1 I uy 
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de diſcetned, and, upon 


K of ENGL AND: | No where, ſays He, diviner 
Cc! rie 4 W : | _ *4 

©; Myſteries. ;\no:where lounder Doctrines, holier Mo- 
«<.rals; Warmer Devotions, apter Rituals, or com- 
ier Ceremonials. All which together, by a meet 
*:and* happy Concurrence of Piety and Prudence, 
brought forth ſuch Spirituals and Graces, both in 


their Habits, Exerciſes, and Comforts, as are the 
. the Soul and Seal of true 


„ KReligion; thoſe more immediate and ſpecial In- 


t fluences of God's holy Spirit upon the Soul, thoſe 


te joint Operations of the Bleſſed Trinity, for the Ju- 


7 ſification, Sanctification, and Salvation of a Sinner.“ 


I. Can you blame my GOVERN- 


be ane #7 MENT, that aatient and Catholick 


: 2:7. - Government of godly Biſhops, which is 


ſo agreeable to right Reaſon ; ſo ſuitable to the Prin- 


ciples of due Order and Policy among Men; ſo con- 


ſonant to the Scripture Wiſdom, both in Rules and 


Patterns ; ſo conform to the catholick and primitive 
Way ot all Chriſtian Churches, throughout all Ages, 
and in all Places of the World? Would you have 
me, againſt all Charity, Modeſty, Humility, or Equity, 
to fall away from the apoſtolical Way of all famous 
Churches, and b — Shall not 1 en- 

ire of the former Age, ana prepare myſelf to the Search 
my — For I am but of TAs, and know 
nothing. Shall they not teach me, and tell me, and ut- 
ter Words: out of their Hearts © Shall not I ſtand in the 
Way, and ast for the old Way, which is the good Way, 
and a ł therein? | 402 | 25 
Wauld you have me give Offence. to the whole 
Chriſtian World, which either is, or would be, go- 
vern'd by Biſhops, as the moſt apoſtolick, primitive, 
and univerſal Way? Would you have me diſown the 


right Succeſſion of the Power miniſterial , confer'd 


—_— 


diſcet | a ſtrict -Scerntiny, more and 
more obſerv'd, in the Frame and Form, in the Con- 
uſtiention and ſettled Diſpenſation of the CHURCH 


Le 


. by epiſcopal Hands unto this Day? Shall the Fewiſe 
Church have the Heads of their Tribes, as Biſhops 

; and Rulers over their Brethren, the Prieſts and Le- 

* vites; and the Chriſtian Church (in Imitation of them, 

as in other Particulars, ſo. in this) have their Apo 

t ſtles, Evangeliſts, their Paſtors and Teachers, with= 

: out Reproach, and may nor I? O it is certain that 

1 what is once well-done, in a regular publick Way, is 

8 ever after done, as to the Permanency of that Ver- 

x tue, which is always in a great and good Example. 

5 Shall I lay aſide primitive and right Epiſcopacy, Which 
8 has ſuch Grounds from Scripture, both as to the Divine 
A Wiſdom ſo ordering his Church among the Fews, as 
„ | alſo by the Example, Precept, and Direction evi- 
a dent from our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the holy Apo- 
K ſtles in the New Teſtament; who prefer d worthy 

5 Perſons for their Piety, Zeal, and holy Gravity, to 

© exerciſe a Chriſtian Authority over Miniſters and Peo- 

B ple, for their Soul's Good, which might conſiſt with | 
"= Charity and Humility, for the Preſervation of the 

* Church's Peace and Purity, in the beſt and primitive 

, Times; ſuch grave Perſons, as for their Age were Fa- 

fa thers ; for their Innocency, Saints; for Induſtry, La- 

7, bourers ; for Conſtancy, Confeſſors; for Zeal, Mar- 

BA tyrs; for Charity, Brethren ; for their Light, An- 

7 gels; and Venerable for all Excellencies? And I 

+ own no other Biſhops, bur ſuch in whom are the 

5 Vertues of the moſt antient and inimitable Biſnhops; 
* the Induſtry of St. Auſtin, the Courage of St. Am- 

bas broſe, the Devotion of St. Gregory, the Learning of 

„ Nazianzen, the Eloquence of St. Chryſoſtom, the Mild- 

5, neſs of St. Cyprian, the Love of St. Enatius, the Con- 

le ſtancy of St. Polycarp, the Generoſity of St. Baſs; 

5 and thoſe who came neareſt the Apoſtolical Pattern, 

e, and reſemble, the moſt of any Chriſtians or Mini- 
* ſters, the Grace and Glory of our Lord Jeſus Chrifh, . | 


I endeavour that my Biſhops may be among Chriſti- 
ans, the moſt Faithful; among Men, the moſt Civil; 
| 1 among 


4; 


[49]. 


| Moderate; among Devotionaliſts, the moſt Fervent; 
_ among Prefeſſors, the moſt Forward; among Strict- 
Eers, che moſt Exact; among Sufferers, the moſt 


Conſtant; the moſt compleat every Way, and Per- 


uno every good: Work. Theſe I take care ſhould be 


duly choſen, ſhould be eſteemed with Honour, and 
= revercnced with Love. My Rule to them is, That 
* they ſhould govern with Vigilance, and concert 


Meaſures for the Good of thoſe Souls they are en- 
truſted with the Direction of, with joint Counſel, 
- neither levell'd with younger Preachers and Novices, 


nor exalted too much above the Grave and Elder, I 


alloy theſe Men an honourable Competency, with 
 'Titles'of Dignity, wherewith they may cxerciſe a 

large Heart, and liberal Hand, which may conci- 
Hate a general Reſpect, and merit an univerſal Love. 
My Direction to them is, that their Vertue and Pie- 
ty may preſerve the Authority of their High Calling, 


* wherennto they are called; and this in the Order, Peace, 
and * amb of the Church: that they may be the 
0 


Touch-fones of Truth; the Load-ſtonès of Love; the 


Standards of Faith; the Patterns of Holineſs; the Pil- 


lars of Stability, and the Centers of Unity ; ſuch as the 

Erroneous may hate; the Fafious envy; Good Men 

may love, and Bas Men may fear. | 

2. Can you blame my DOCTRINE, approv'd 
by the reformed, and agreeable with the 


primitive Church? A Dectrive according 
N to Godlineſs, teaching all Men, that De- 


* all Ungodlineſs, and worldly Luſts, they fhould live 
1 ronſly, ſoberly, and godlily in this preſent World. 


3. Do you find Fault with my DEVOTION 


„ STE in the publick Worſhip of God, the Con- 

She jeſtifies feſſion, Prayers, Praiſes, Pſalms, and o- 
| ed beak ther holy Oblations of a rational and e- 
 vyanrgelical Service, offered up to our God by the joint 


icty 


among Preachers, the moſt Painful ; among Orators, 
the moſt *P erſuaſive 3 amon Governors, the m oſt 
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might not, in Faith, ſay Amen, taking the Expreſs 


excellent, but is in this of mine; and many Things 


ſuch as Moſes, David, and the Prophets, and the Lord 


ere monzes. 


„n - 5 
Picty of all my Children, (che Kurei xa: the Hl 
Hina, Communis Oratio) where nothing is expreſſed 
as my Mind, which I thought not agreeable with the 
Mind of God's Spirit in the Seripture? Nor de I 
know any Part of it to which a judicious Chriſtian 


fions of ic in that pious and benign Senſe the Churen 
intended, and the Words may well bear. Indeed the 
whole Compoſure of my Liturgy is (in my Jqugg⸗ 
ment) fo wholſom, fo holy, ſo compleat, ſo dif- 
creet, ſo devout, fo uſetul, fo ſavory, ſo well-4d- 
viſed, that I find nothing in the eighteen Liturgies, 
compoſed in the Eaſtern and Weſters Church, that is 


which are leſs clear or neceflary in them, are beta 
ter expreſſed, or wiſely omitted here; the Whole 
being l ordered as might beſt inform all People's 
Underſtandings ; ſtir up their Affections, and quicken 
their Devotions, in a wholſome Form of ſound Words; 


Feſus, left behind them, ſolemnly recorded in the 
Scriptures. So that, according to the primitive Care, 
I farſt laid down Scripture Grounds in the Creeds and, 
Confeſſions, and then I enlarged, and fixed my Li- 
turgies and Devotions, as near as I could to the Ma- 
jeſty, Solemnity, Exactneſs, Unanimity, and Full- 
neſs of publick Prayers, upon all holy publick Occa- 
ſions, ſo plainly, that the devout Soul knows well 
what it ſhould deſire of God ; and ſo affectionately, Wl 
that it carneſtly deſires in it, what it knoweth God tl 
allows; and ſo uniformly, that it peaceably goes a- 
long with the Congregation, with one Mind, and one 
Heart, in the Unity of Spirit, and in the Bond of Peace. 
4. Is it the RITES and CEREMONTEST 

| impoſe that diſpleaſe you? Alas! I find 
the God of Heaven, whom we worſhip wal 
indeed, enjoining more Ceremonies on ll 
: _ his 


: 
: 
: 


The juſtifies ber 
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his own People, and forbidding no holy Cuſtom to 

any Chriſtians, in order to advance the Decency and 
Order of his Service, or Chriſtians mutual Felge 
tion, and joint Devotion under the Gofpel. Our 
bleſſed Saviour has, by his Spirit guiding the Peng 
and Practices of the Apoſtles, ſufficiently manifeſted 
the Power and Liberty given the Church, and the 
Governors of it, for the Choice and Uſe of ſuch. de- 
cent Cuſtoms, Rites, and Ceremonies, as agree wit! 
godly Manners, and the Truth of the Goſpel, anc 
may beſt ſerve for Order and Decency, Peace, So- 
lemnity, and mutual Edification of Chriſtians, agreed 
upon by publick Conſent, in which every one's Vote 
is perſonally included. It's true as the Liturgy, ſo 
the Cercmonics, have ſomething of Rome in them. For, 


W co deal plainly, L did freely, and jultly aſſert, ro my 


= own Uſc, and God's Glory, whatfoever, on due 
= Trial, was found to have the Stamp of God's Truth 
and Grace, or the Church's Wiſdom and Charity 
upon it. I would not tctuſe any Good that was found 
amongſt them, becauſe ic was mix'd with ſome Evil ; 
but trying all Things, I held faſt that which is good, 


being intent upon the great Ends of MISTY Devo- 


nnd to lay them aſide when not commanded; How- 


tion, and Charity. It's true, I enjoin my People an 
Inward Worſhip of Soul, in Spirit and in Truth before 
God; but withal, I enjoin Outward Worſhip of the 
Body (which is but a reaſonable Service to God that 
made the Body) exemplar) and ſignificant before 
Men in ſuch Habits and Geſtures, as may moſt con- 
duce (by the Advice of the whole, Church, for the 
private Spirit of the Prophets) to Reyerence, De vo- 
tion, and Edification, in knowing, humble, meck, 
and quiet Spirits. rightly diſccrning the innocent Na- 
ture of ſuch Things as arc not prohibited, and ſo in- 
different; and the Chriſtian Liberty allowed to them, 
to uſe thoſe Things indifferently when commanded, 
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[43] | 
ever, let the many Obligations to Unity, by the 
Truth you jointly profeſs, give you more Satisfac- 
tion, than the Occations of dividing the Ceretnogies, 


in which you differ, give you Offence. So that 'you 


may not, upon fo ſmall Occafions, in ſuch ſmall Mat- 
ters, ſacfifice to your private Paſſion, and Perſuaſion, 
the public Peace and Proſperity of the Church; eſpe- 
cially, ſince I never heard of any ſober Chriſtian, or 
truly gedly Miniſter, who (being in other Things pru- 
dent, unblameable, and ſincere,) did ever ſuffer any 


eck of Conſcience, merely upon the Account of | f | 


having been conformable to, and keeping Commumion 


with me: Nor did they ever complain of 8 | _ | 


Litargy, and Epifcopacy, as any Damps to their real 


Graces, * to their holy Communion with God's blef- Wl 


ſed Spirit; but admired them as the United Influence, 
the joint Confent, the combin'd Devotion of all good 


Chriſtians in this Nation, who publickly agreed with Wl 


one Mind, and in one Manner, to ſerve the Lord in 3 
Way allowed by the moſt pious of 3 practiſed 


by the beſt Nobility, owned by the wiſeſt Gentry, WM 


maintained by the moſt learned Clergy, and embraced | 


the moſt underſtanding Sort of the Commons. I 
allow ofly ſuch Ceremonies as make Religious D u- 
ties not more Pious, but more Conſpicuous; not more ũ h 
facred, but more folemn ; not more ſpiritual, but more 
Viſible, Imitable, and Excmplary; to quicken my 
Children, to allure others, to inſtruct and edify mee 


All. | 


5. Are you offended with my CANON and IN. 


JUNCTIONS? Is it fit that a few Men, whom Order Wl 
and Policy have made Inferior to Others, as the Ru- 
lers and Repreſentatives of the Whole Society, ſhould 
prefer their own private Opinions and Judgments be- 
fore the well- adviſed Reſults, the learned Counſe ls, Jl 
the pious Endeavours, and . Sanctions of ſo ma- 

2 ny 
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. eminent for Piety, Prudence, Integrity, publick 

s Influence, and juſt Authorit / 


. Are my ſolemn; FAS TS and FEAST'S your 
F Grievances? Thoſe ſolemn Remembrances of God's 
Merey to Men in Chrif, celebrated with Prayer, 

Praiſes, Preaching, Communicating to God's Glory, 
and all ſober Chriſtians Improvement, according to 
the known Precedent of the Fews, and the general 
Practice of the Chriſtian Church? What Harm is 
there if ſome Men, obſerving a Day, obſerve it to the 
Lord, and others not obſerving a Day, obſerve it not 
A tuo . ⁊§—“ꝛæx . 

.Do you reſent my Endeavours for UNITY and 
P UNIFORMITY? Alas! I defire only that Men may 
| ſincerely worſhip one true God, and profeſs the Faith 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; that they may be Partakers 
of the Gifts and Graces of the bleſſed Spirit, and 
may have an holy Communion with that adorable 
Trinity, and with. one another in Love and Charity, as 
Chriſtians ; enjoying the nobleſt Life, the ſweeteſt So- 
ctety, and moſt heavenly Fraternity ; imitating God, 
emulating Angels; Children and Servants of Chri/s 
| Family, Candidates of Heaven, Expectants of Hap- 
pineſs, Partakers of Grace, and daily preparing for 
eternal Glory. That all Men who have been call'd, 
baptiz d, and inſtructed by lawtul Miniſters here, in the 
= Myſteries and Puties of the Goſpel, may make a joint 

= and publick Profeſſion of the Chriſtian Faith and re- 
formed Religion, in the Name, and as the Senſe of 
= the whole Nation, grounded upon the holy Scripture, 

guided alſo, and adminiftred, by that uniform Order, 

due Authority, and holy Miniſtry for Worſhip and 

= Government, which, according to the Mind of Chris, 

che Pattern of the Apoſtles, and the Practice of all 

Primitive Churches, has been lawfully eſtabliſhed, by 

we Wiſdom and Conſent of all Lſtates in this gs 
— . om, 
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dom, for God's Honour, the. Charch's Safety; the 
8. Do I not allow you a juſt, LIBERTY to do ſuch 


proper and advantageous to the Nature and Excellen- 


and yourſelves? I have taken from you no Liberty but 


ward and Crown which God, the righteous Judge, 


unchangeable Life; enjoining themſelves in the bleſ- 


fires, rewards all their Duties, requites all their 


cver to Gd their Maker, Preſerver, and Redeemer 


tion, which hath no cther Rule but God's Word, no 
other End but God's Glory, no other Comfort but 


- 


* 


publick Peace, and the common Good of all Souls. 
Things conſtantly and chearfully, , which, are moſt i 


cy of Men? To think what is true, to do what is fit, 
and enjoy what is juſt, in Reference to God, others, 


that of doing Evil. You are at Liberty to injoy all the 
Comforts, Privileges, and Ordinances, which Chris 
hath inſtiruted in a holy Order, and regular Way, for 
private or publick Good; and to hope for that Re- 


hath promiſed thoſe that perſevere. in Welk Doing. 
My higheſt Aim is, that you may have Liberty to 
exerciſe a good Conſcience, void of Offence to- 
wards God and towards Man, that they may wil- 
ingly, in all Things, live honeſtly. | Wes”. 

9 Are you diſpleas d with my MEMBERS? 


Alas !] innocent Men, they purſue after the Know- 
ledge of, and Communion with God, in order to a 
rational, religious, ſpiritual, gracious, perfect, and 


ſed Enjoyment of God, that fatisfies all their De- 


Sufferings, compleats all their Happineſs; yea, 
crowns and perfects true Religion. They endea- 


vour that on Earth, which they hope for in | Hea- 1 4 


ven, vis g right Knowledge, and a willing Perform- 
ance, as reaſonable Creatures, they owe for 


in Chriß. With this religious 'Temper and Frame 
of which themſelves are only conſcious, they pre- 
pare. for a bleſſed and glorious Immortality, with, a2 
Sincerity of Heart, and Uprightneſs of Converſa- 


the 
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Wk cet er dis Difporiiich 
| Fad. Inn6cent Menu! they Jobk for one ebititnon 
Salvation; . Fab ule one common Sacrament; they 

* 


= to their Li ves 


3 ber uh one F h and Rule of Holineſs : have 
Woe r; rh Bits a Seh of 
Dare ad \F rs. "they walk it the ſame Or- 
dag the Carholick Church over the Face of the 
"10. Do you" 'erivy my PATRIMONY td 
MAINTENANCE, what the Law of God al- 
lows me, What the Gofpel hath provided for me, 
What the Piety of elder Times hath beſtow d 
uport me, what good Kings, Peers, and People, of 
their own, cndow'd me with freely, honouring the 
Tord with their Subſtance, that they who ſerve at 
rhe Altar, might Hve by the Altar ? O why may not 
Children that attend rhe Soſpel, live by the 
Goſpel, ſince they attend a Miniftry 'as vencrable in 
'ts Myſtcrics, as glorious in its Chief Miniſter Jeſus, 
"as painful to its Miniſters, and as comfortable ro pi- 
dus and devout Souls, as the Miniſtry of the Law? 
Why are you offended that they. of my Children 
Who are taught, ſhould communicate to them of my 
Children that teach in every good Thing ? 
11. Do vou malign at my juſt POWER and 
| AUTHORITY, whereby, with the Wiſdom, 
| Gravity, and Integrity of ſuch Men' as are inveſted 
| with that Power, I may check all Abuſes and Diſ- | 
orders in the Church; and by a welberdg Diſci- 
1 es. I may recover myſelf to my forme ry and 
| Renown, for which I was ſpoken of throughout all 
| Parts of the World? 
13. Do you except againſt the private INF IR- g 
MITIEsS, the perſona! Failings of my BIS HOS 


l 5 and MIN T STE as Refs Strict and Unblame- 
able in their Lives ; leſs Painful in their Calling; leſs 


ese in their Undercakings; or less Compaltonare 
#} in 
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which, according to the ſacred Direction of God's 
Spirit, through Faith in Jeſus Chris, they teach 


fruitful and effectual Faith, a found and judicious 
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ip their Goycrament ? Tho all the World knows, 
that within me Learning flouriſhes, Knowledge mul 


_ tiplics, Grace abounds, excellent Presching thrives, 4 


Sacraments are duly adminiſtred; the Fruits of Gods 
Spirit are mightily diffus d, hoſpitable Kindneſs is: 
exercls'd, Chriſtian Charity is maintained, Plain- 


heartedneſs, and Good - Works, are eminent: Thor 


L.know the Chriſtian World cannot thew Men of |f 
greater Diſtinction than ſame of my Clergy are, far 
well-weigh'd Knowledge, for Chriſtian Courage and. 


Jager for ſingexe Piety, for indefatigable In- 


uſtry, for Care and Vigilancy, for exemplary Ver- 
tue, for ſound Doctrine, uſeful Writing, prudent 
Governing, for a firm Conſtancy, for fatherly In- 
ſtructions, charitable Corrections, 4nd imitahle Con- 
verſations: Who guide the People without any al- 
lowed Licentiouſneſs in Diſcourſe, any Indecency in 
Devotion, any Irregularity in Adminiſtration: In all 


Word, according to the heavenly Affiſtance of God's. - 


them to worſhip the only true God, who is bleſſed 
for ever, as the admirable Inſtruments of God's Glo- 
ry, and the Good of Men's Souls: Teaching them a 


Knowledge, an hearty and fincere Love, a difcreee | 
and prudent Zeal, a ſevere and through Repentance, 
fervent and devouc Prayers, godly. and unfcigned Sor- | 
row, ſpiritual and unſpeakable Comforts, well-ground- 
ed and ſure Hopes, a heavenly and holy Converſation, 
a meek Obedience and Submifh ion, in the general 

Frame of Chriſtian Mens Carriage. Though I have 
Men famous for Greatneſs of Learning, Soundneſs 
of Judgment, Gravity of Manners, and Sanctity of 
Lives; yet, among my ten thouſand Miniſters, its 
likely ſome may do amiſs, I when there was bur 
three Men in the World, one was a Murtherer; if 
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[487 10 
& Noah's Sons one of the three was diſobedient; ; 
if an — Jy Jacob Children, of two, one was prophane; 
if of twelve Apoſtles, ' one was a Devil, another di 
ſembled, and a third deny'd his Maſter; if among 
the 22 Angels, there is none but What was to be 
reprowd; if among the few” Preachers, there was a 
DEMAS, ibat lov'd the preſen World, a DIO- 
TREPH E S that jobd the Prebeminence : 3 among 
my ſo many thouſand Clergy, its not likely but 
ſome may fall ſhort of the ſevere Exactneſs requi- 
red in all Miniſters, who a to be Patterns i in 
good Works. 
Oh! my Clergy are not Angels, but Men, ſub⸗ 
to the like Infirmitics with other Men. Tf they 
ould ſay they have no Sin, they would deceive them 
Ives,” and the Truth would not he in them But if 
hey confeſs their Sins, he is faithful and juft to for- 
ide them their Sins, 'and to cleanſe them from all Un- 
ef. Be Perfection the Glory of other Church- 


Members, the Glory of mine is Sincerity. Without 


all Perauvemure, the © moſt holy and all- ſeeing God, 
who walketh in the mid of the Golden Candieflicks, 
9 K pure Eyes ars moſt intent upon the Miniſters of 
the Church, Zath found Iniquity in his Servants, the 
Biſhops, and other Miniſters, both as-to their Perſons 


| 1 | and: Phe feffons 3 all "Things being opened and naked to 


bim, with whom we have to do. 

1. He'obſerves' how many conſcorandd, and ſer 
apart to the Service of God, and his Church, in the 
Name, Place, Power, and Authority of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and approaching his gracious Preſence, with Aaron, 


: in the Holy of Holies, in the glorious Maniteſta- ' 


tions of God, in Chrift, to his Church, by Publick 
Ordinances, . and Spiritual Influences, have not = 
Gnctified the Name of the Lord their God, in their 
Lanner and n in their n = Duties 
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2. The great Searcher of Hearts knows how raſh- 
ly many of. his Miniſters undertake, how careleſs- 
ly rchey manage, that great and terrible Work, un- 
der which Angels may ſwoon, and great Apoſtles 
cry, 'Who is ſufficient for theſe Things? How vulgar- 
ty: they converſe, how lazily they live, how loofe- 
ly they behave themſelves, how ambitiouſly they de- 
ſign, how covetouſly they reach, how envioully they 
repine, how unexemplanily they walk, unworthy of 
the Favour and Indulgence ſhewed them, to the A- 
mazement of their High Calling, the Diſnonour of 
their Profeſſion; to the Forfeiture of their Dignity 
ay; and the endangering of their Peace and 
Safety. . bene i ws * 
. 110 that is about our Paths, and about our Dwell- 
inge, has taken notice, how unpreparedly,] negli- 
gently, and irreverently, how partially, popularly, 
and paſſionately, how formally and vainly, without 
any Power of Godlineſs, Life of Religion, ſome 
perſorm the Work of God, the great Work of eter- 
nal Concernment to our own and other Men's 
Souls . > 
4. He whoſe _ ze, and whoſe Eye-Lids try the 
„ hath looked down from Heaven, 
and obſerved the Iniquity of ſome Men's holy * 
Things, their dead and unreaſonable, inſtead of 4 


living and acceptable, Service; he hath: looked into | 


that ſupine Negligence which hath ſunk ſome Men's 
Miniſtrations below. the juſt Majeſty, Solidity, and 
Gravity of Goſpel Diſpenſations : Others, by an af- | 
fected Height and Depth, for want of plain Inſtruc- 
tion, and charitable Condeſcending, amufe the poor 


People, who know not what they lay, nor whereof | 


they e 8 OI 
F. He that will reprove, and ſet Men's Sins in 

Order before them, hath obſerved ſome Men's re- 

miſs Compliances, and 1 exact Rigours In 
nul” cord- 
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% And, So that it is no more I, but the Sins and 


Sinners that dwell in me. | 


| ſr 50 ] 


E cording to their private Tempers, Judgments; and 
Paſſions) whereby they ſwerve too much from thar 


Juſt Charity, Diſeretion, Legality and Conſtancy 


s which my Canons intended, and my Conſtitution, 


Health, and Peace required: Eſpecially in their 
peeviſh Touchineſs, when ſo many ſubtle and en- 


vious Sectariſts lie in wait to deſtroy me. 


Vet my Church- Men's Exorbitancies are not my 


© Cofiſtitutions, their Failings are not my F rame, their 
Isnfirmities are not my Nature, their Fall is no more 
mine, who diſallow it, than the Angels Fall may be 


the Heaven's that forbid it. Their Weakneſs is Hu- 


man, my Authority is Divine; that Charity which 
thinketh no Evil, will not lay upon me thoſe Enor- 
= nitics' which I forbid by a Law, which I reſtrain by 
Ss Diſcipline, which I mourn for in mine Humiliation, 


and-diſcountenance in thoſe great Patterns that ſhew: 


a moſt excellent Way. Theſe Sins (O the Chriſtian 


World! ) are Tranſgreſſions of my Law, Affronts to 
my Authority, and Obſtacles that defeat the wiſe De- 


figns of my Canons and Injunctions. O that my Apo- 


Jogy were Written, yea, Printed in a Book, for the Sa- 


kisfacrion of the World; That the Good that I'would 
"do, I cannot do; and the Evil that I would not do, 


that I 4% I find a Lawof my Members againſt the Law 


It's you, it's you, whom I have nouriſhed, and 


brought up as Children, whom I have promoted as 


Governors; it's you that have brought this Re- 
proach and Danger upon me. When I had, with he- 


roick Patience, endur'd the Oppreſſion of Adverſa- 


ries; by a Chriſtian Prudence fruſtrated the Attempts of 
Schiſmaricks ; by an exemplary Humility and Piety 
turned the Hearts of my Enemies; by a Miracle of 
one happy, and unexpected Reforation, ſilenced: the 


ü Mouths. of all Men; you, my Sons, opened the 
= : | Mouth 
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Mouth of Scandal, ' firengrhened the Cry of Re- 


proach, raiſed the Clamours of the Envious. Oh? 


if an Enemy had done this, I could, with the ſame 
Chriſtian Courage I then ſuffered, have borne it; 


but it's you, of my on Boſom, Family, and Pre- 
feſſion: O you, my Clergy, whom I expected more 
glorious, more eſteemed, more reverenced before all 


the World ; | after your repeated Sufferings, - who 


coming out of the fiery Furnace of your for- 
mer Diſcouragements, might ſhine brighter than 


even you did with the Love of Chriff, and of me, 
his Church, both as to the Care of rhoſe private 


Charges, and publick Inſpections, committed to you 


in excellent Order, and by due Authority; and 1 


expected, that neither Pride nor Envy, Pomp nog. 


Popularity, neither Coveteouſneſs nor Ambition, 
ſhould diſtract the Thoughts, divide the Hearts, ex- 
aſperate the Humours, or provoke the Reproach 

of who incenſed People, againſt my Order and G- 
vernment, and the Good of all Sorts of Chriſtians. 


Whoſoever of you, notwithſtanding the Miracles 


of your Sufferings by, and Reliefs from Popery ” 


and .Presbytery, at ſuch a Time as this, when the 


Mouth of Hell is open againſt me, ſhall open any o- 


ther Mouth to join in the Cry againſt the Church, give 


Life, or Tongue, to any ſcandalous Sin, and ſet 


that to its Clemans de Terra, ' crying from the 


Ground; that by Luxury or Sloth, by Coveteouſ- 


neſs or Extortion, by Inſolence or Pride, by Care- 
leſſneſs or. Looſeneſs, by Diſorder and Irregulari- 


ty, ſhall juſtify Mens Malice againſt me, and by 


thoſe Means perſuade credulous and eaſy People, 
that all is true which hath been ſaid of me, all is 


Juſt | that hath. been inflicted upon me, I know 
not what Woe is heavy enough for him: O alas“ 


my Brother / O- it had been better for him he had 
never been born 
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eric I can} defend, my, d 

;Vindicate ; „ Jou, an, O my Sous; 1 

{1 Woe is me, that muſt bear uur 1 

. -cangor. gaigfy it. Five Things . | , ; 
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